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SCHOOL OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS & DIPLOMACY
NURTURING INNOVATORS
JANUARY _APRIL 2026 
EXAMINATIONS FOR BACHELOR IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS & DIPLOMACY
RBIR 7223 AFRICAN AFFAIRS IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
DATE:  15TH APRIL 2026				                                                TIME: 2 HOURS

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS:
i. Students are NOT permitted to write on the examination paper during reading time.
ii. This is a closed book examination. Text book/Reference books/notes are not permitted.
SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS 
1. Write your REGISTRATION NO. Clearly on the answer booklet(s). 
2. Answer Question One and ANY other TWO questions.
3. Questions in all sections should be answered in answer booklet(s) 
4. PLEASE start the answer to EACH question on a NEW PAGE.
5. For the questions, write the number of the question on the answer booklet(s) in the order you answered.
6. Write on both sides of each leaf and indicate number of each question at the top of each page.
7. Write the answers in a paragraph form unless stated otherwise. 
8. Marks allocated to each question are shown at the end of the question. 
9. All rough work must be done on the answer booklet and crossed through!
10. Use supplementary pages only when you have exhausted those in this book.
11. Fasten the supplementary pages to the inside back cover of this booklet.
SECTION A: ANSWER ALL QUESTIONS (30 Marks)
QUESTION ONE
a) Before colonial rule, different African societies had their own systems of governance. For example, the Asante Kingdom had a centralized monarchy, while some communities in East Africa were organized through councils of elders.
Using examples, briefly examine four main features of pre-colonial political systems in Africa.										       (8 marks)
b) Many African countries gained independence in the 1960s but inherited borders drawn by colonial powers, centralized administrative systems, and export-dependent economies.
Using relevant examples, explain three major political and three economic impacts of colonialism on the formation of modern African states.                                        (12 marks)
c) In 2024, Kenya witnessed large-scale Gen Z-led protests, largely organized through social media. Young people expressed frustration over unemployment, high cost of living, and limited economic opportunities.
Using the Kenyan Gen Z protests as a case study, discuss four ways youth unemployment is emerging as both a political and economic issue in Africa.                            (10 marks)
SECTION TWO: ANSWER ANY TWO QUESTIONS (30 MARKS)
QUESTION TWO
a) The government of Ghana has recently signed a 25-year agreement with a foreign mining corporation similar to AngloGold Ashanti to expand gold extraction in the Western Region. The company promises infrastructure, employment, and integration into global mineral value chains. However, local civil society groups argue that the deal increases capital flight and environmental degradation. Using this scenario and other relevant African examples:
i) Discuss five roles of AngloGold Ashanti play in West Africa’s global integration.  							       (5 marks)
ii)  For each role identified, assess whether it strengthens or weakens African economies in the long term.         					(5 marks)                                                                                    
b) In the 1950s and 1960s, intellectuals such as Nkrumah and Nyerere, shaped nationalist movements through speeches, writings, and ideological frameworks. Today, some scholars argue that contemporary African intellectuals are less influential in shaping resistance movements.
Analyze five roles African intellectuals played in shaping political thought and resistance movements during colonial and post-colonial periods.                                 (5 marks)

QUESTION THREE
During the Cold War, some African states aligned with the West, others with the Soviet bloc, while others joined the Non-Aligned Movement led by figures such as Josip Broz Tito.
i. Examine how ideology shaped post-independence African foreign policies.    (4 marks)
ii. Illustrate your answer using two African states with contrasting ideological orientations.    
    (4 marks)
iii. Assess whether ideology or economic interest was more influential.                (5 marks)


QUESTION FOUR 
In a British colony such as Nigeria, indirect rule empowered selected chiefs, sometimes inventing new authorities where none previously existed. In contrast, French colonies applied assimilation policies.
i. Examine how traditional authority structures were transformed during colonial rule.  
                                                                                                                               (5 marks)
ii. Analyze the long-term political consequences of these transformations.              (5 marks)
iii. Indicate whether colonial rule strengthened or weakened indigenous governance systems. 
                                                                                                                               (5 marks)

QUESTION FIVE 
Examine cyber threats and climate change as emerging security challenges in international relations.
i. Explain why these are considered non-traditional security threats                        (3 marks)
ii. Show how they affect state sovereignty                                                                 (4 marks)
iii. Discuss international cooperation mechanisms used to address them                   (8 marks)
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