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SCHOOL OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS & DIPLOMACY
NURTURING INNOVATORS
JANUARY – APRIL 2026 TRIMESTER 
EXAMINATIONS FOR BACHELOR IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS & DIPLOMACY
RBIR 7122: INTRODUCTION TO POLITICAL SCIENCE (EVENING CLASS EXAM)

DATE:  9TH APRIL 2026				                                                TIME: 2 HOURS

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS:
i. Students are NOT permitted to write on the examination paper during reading time.
ii. This is a closed book examination. Text book/Reference books/notes are not permitted.
SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS 
1. Write your REGISTRATION NO. Clearly on the answer booklet(s). 
2. Answer Question One and ANY other TWO questions.
3. Questions in all sections should be answered in answer booklet(s) 
4. PLEASE start the answer to EACH question on a NEW PAGE.
5. For the questions, write the number of the question on the answer booklet(s) in the order you answered.
6. Write on both sides of each leaf and indicate number of each question at the top of each page.
7. Write the answers in a paragraph form unless stated otherwise. 
8. Marks allocated to each question are shown at the end of the question. 
9. All rough work must be done on the answer booklet and crossed through!
10. Use supplementary pages only when you have exhausted those in this book.
11. Fasten the supplementary pages to the inside back cover of this booklet.. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]SECTION A: COMPULSORY (30 MARKS)
QUESTION ONE – CASE STUDY (30 MARKS)
Case Study: Democracy, Institutions and Public Policy in Kenya
Over the past decade, Kenya has experienced significant political and institutional changes. The 2010 Constitution strengthened devolution, created independent commissions, and restructured the executive-legislative relationship. However, policy outcomes in areas such as public spending, environmental protection, and anti-corruption efforts remain contested.
Scholars argue that political behavior, party competition, institutional design, and political culture continue to shape governance outcomes. Some analysts use institutional theory to explain the constraints imposed by formal structures, while others rely on rational choice theory to explain behavior of political elites.
Required:
a) Using institutional theory, explain how institutions influence public policy outcomes in Kenya. 										(10 Marks)
b) Apply rational choice theory to explain political elite behaviour in electoral competition. 
											(8 Marks)
c) Assess whether Kenya can be classified as fully democratic, using key features of democratic and non-democratic regimes. 					(6 Marks)
d) Evaluate the impact of devolution on power, authority and legitimacy. 	(6 Marks)

SECTION B: ANSWER ANY TWO QUESTIONS (15 MARKS EACH)

QUESTION TWO
Approaches such as institutionalism, behaviouralist, and rational choice theory provide different ways of studying political science. Using contemporary political examples, compare any two major approaches to the study of political science and evaluate which approach better explains political behaviour and policy outcomes today.					(15 Marks)

QUESTION THREE
Electoral systems play a crucial role in shaping party systems and political competition. Using comparative country examples, analyze how different electoral systems influence party competition, representation, and government formation.				(15 Marks)

QUESTION FOUR
Political culture influences both citizen behaviour and the performance of institutions. Using relevant national or comparative examples, assess how political culture shapes political participation and affects governance outcomes in democratic and non-democratic regimes.
											(15 Marks)
QUESTION FIVE
Although formal colonial rule ended decades ago, its political and economic effects remain visible in international relations. Critically evaluate how colonialism and neo-colonialism continue to influence power relations, economic dependency, and foreign policy choices in post-colonial Africa.									(15 Marks)
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