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Riara School of International Relations & Diplomacy

MAY-AUGUST 2025 TRISEMESTER 

RIR 404:  THEORY AND PRACTICE OF MEDIATION AND NEGOTIATIONS
END SEMESTER EXAM 2025:
DATE: AUGUST 2025                                             TIME: 2 HOURS
ONLINE CLASS

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS: 
Students are NOT permitted to write on the examination paper during reading time. 
This is a closed book examination. Text book/Reference books/notes are not permitted. 

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS: 
1. Write your REGISTRATION NO. Clearly on the answer booklet(s). 
2. Answer Question One and ANY other TWO questions from section B.
3.  Questions in all sections should be answered in answer booklet(s). 
4.  Marks allocated to each question are shown at the end of the question. 
5.  PLEASE start the answer to EACH question on a NEW PAGE. 
6.  For the questions, write the number of the question on the answer booklet(s) in the order you answered them. 
7.  Write your answers in paragraph form unless stated otherwise. 
8.  Keep your phone(s) SWITCHED OFF at the front of the examination room. 
9.  Keep ALL bags and caps at the front of the examination room and do not refer to any unauthorized material before or during the course of the examination. 
10.  You are only allowed to leave the examination room 30minutes to the end of the Examination.


SECTION A - COMPULSORY (30 Marks)
QUESTION ONE
[bookmark: _Hlk199158381]1a. State any three reasons diplomatic mediation might fail. (6 marks)
[bookmark: _Hlk199158525]1b. Identify and briefly explain five key principles of diplomatic negotiations. (10 marks)
[bookmark: _Hlk199158604][bookmark: _Hlk199158713]1c. Explain “ripeness” theory in mediation, and its importance? (4 marks)
1d. Outline three critical stages of diplomatic mediation and their significance. (6 marks)
1e. Explain “mediation” and “negotiation” within the context of international conflict resolution. (4 marks)
SECTION B - ANSWER ANY TWO QUESTIONS (30 Marks)
[bookmark: _Hlk199158961]QUESTION TWO:
Analyze the contributions and limitations of Track I and Track II diplomacy in international peacebuilding. Include examples where applicable. (10 marks)
[bookmark: _Hlk199159031]QUESTION THREE:
Discuss the theory of integrative bargaining and how it differs from distributive bargaining in diplomatic negotiations. Provide examples of each. (10 marks)
[bookmark: _Hlk199159103]QUESTION FOUR:
Evaluate the role of power and asymmetry in international mediation. Use at least one historical or contemporary case to support your argument. (10 marks)
[bookmark: _Hlk199159189]QUESTION FIVE:
Diplomatic negotiations vary significantly depending on context. Compare and contrast bilateral and multilateral negotiation processes, including challenges and benefits of each. (10 marks)
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