[image: ]

RIARA SCHOOL OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS & DIPLOMACY
[bookmark: _GoBack]NURTURING INNOVATORS
September-December 2024
EXAMINATIONS FOR BACHELOROFARTS ININTERNATIONALRELATIONS & DIPLOMACY
FULL-TIME PROGRAMME RIR 418: BORDER DIPLOMACY
DATE: April 2025	TIME: 2 Hours  GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS: 
Students are NOT permitted to write on the examination paper during reading time. 
This is a closed book examination. Text book/Reference books/notes are not permitted. 
 SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS 
1. Write your REGISTRATION NO. Clearly on the answer booklet(s). 
1. Answer Question One and ANY other TWO questions.
1. Questions in all sections should be answered in answer booklet(s) 
1. PLEASE start the answer to EACH question on a NEW PAGE.
1. For the questions, write the number of the question on the answer booklet(s) in the order you answered.
1. Write on both sides of each leaf and indicate number of each question at the top of each page.
1. Write the answers in a paragraph form unless stated otherwise. 
1. Marks allocated to each question are shown at the end of the question. 
1. All rough work must be done on the answer booklet and crossed through!
1. Use supplementary pages only when you have exhausted those in this book
1. Fasten the supplementary pages to the inside back cover of this booklet
11. QUESTION ONE IS COMPULSORY (30 MARKS) – ANSWER ANY OTHER TWO QUESTIONS (20 Marks Each).




The African Times
Headline: "Borders in Turmoil: Africa's Quest for Peace Amid Dividing Lines" Byline: Adebola Mukendi, Staff Correspondent
Date: January 8, 2025
Kigali, Rwanda – As the sun rose over East Africa's misty hills, a tense calm lingered along the border between Rwanda and the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). A simmering dispute over a mineral-rich enclave has laid bare the complexities of African border diplomacy, rekindling debates about the historical roots of territorial boundaries, the impact on human rights, and the delicate dance between sovereignty and peace.

Africa's borders, etched in the shadow of colonialism, were drawn with scant regard for the people who lived there. This colonial legacy, upheld by the principle of uti possidetis—a doctrine that preserves existing boundaries to prevent chaos—has brought stability at a steep cost.
“The arbitrary lines drawn across Africa have divided communities, split resources, and created recurring conflicts,” explains Dr. Elijah Mbare, a leading expert in African diplomacy. The ongoing tensions between Rwanda and the DRC epitomize these struggles. The Twa people, a marginalized minority, are caught in the crossfire, their plight raising urgent questions about how border diplomacy affects self-determination and minority rights.

Efforts to foster regional cooperation, championed under the bon voisinage principle of good neighbourliness, have made some progress. A 2022 agreement between Rwanda and the DRC aimed to prevent resource disputes and build trust. However, that fragile accord now appears to be unraveling, with both nations trading accusations of violations.

Displaced families, forced to flee their homes, recount tales of heartbreak and survival. “This land has been our home for generations, but now we are running for our lives,” says Amina Bahati, a Twa elder sheltering in a temporary camp.The militarization of the border has disrupted daily life, with trade halted and communities torn apart. For residents like Amina, the promises of peace have so far rung hollow.


The African Union (AU) and regional organizations like the East African Community (EAC) are stepping up mediation efforts. Ambassador Fatou N’Diaye, an AU special envoy, emphasizes the stakes: “Border diplomacy is not just about lines on a map; it’s about the lives and dignity of the people living there. We must prioritize human rights alongside sovereignty.”

The AU’s border policy promotes dialogue and integration, yet critics argue it lacks the enforcement muscle to prevent or resolve disputes effectively. Political analyst Charles Obong suggests a fresh approach: “Africa needs a border policy that respects both history and modern realities, blending cultural, economic, and geopolitical considerations.”

The dispute is just one piece of a larger puzzle. Climate change is forcing pastoral communities to cross borders in search of greener pastures, sparking fresh tensions. Meanwhile, armed groups operating in border regions complicate efforts to maintain peace.
While uti possidetis has helped avoid the chaos of constant boundary shifts, some argue it is time
to revisit Africa’s borders with a view to addressing economic and cultural realities.


For marginalized groups such as the Twa, the stakes of border diplomacy are deeply personal. Their struggles illustrate how these disputes often overshadow fundamental human rights.In a joint statement, the AU and EAC reaffirmed their commitment to peaceful resolution, calling for dialogue over force. "A border should connect, not divide," Ambassador N’Diaye said passionately, echoing the dreams of countless Africans who yearn for unity and peace.

As leaders prepare for the AU Summit in Addis Ababa next week, the world will be watching. How they navigate this challenge could determine not just the outcome of this dispute but the future of African diplomacy itself. In Africa, borders are not just lines—they are legacies, challenges, and, potentially, bridges to a shared destiny. For the millions who live in their shadow, the hope is simple: peace.

QUESTION ONE
a) Identify and critically analyse the Key Issues in Border Diplomacy raised in this article. (10 Marks).
b) Compare and contrast the philosophical distinctions between boundaries, borders, and frontiers. (10 Marks).
c) Critically evaluate how these distinctions influence border policy formulation. (10 Marks).

QUESTION TWO
a) Explain the concept of bon voisinage (good neighborliness) in border diplomacy. (10 Marks).
b) Discuss the challenges African countries face in implementing the diplomacy of bon voisinage. (10 Marks).

QUESTION THREE
a) The principle of uti possidetis juris is a special principle in international Relations and Diplomacy, what does it entail? What is its application in African diplomacy? (10 Marks).
b) Analyze its role in preventing or escalating border disputes in post-colonial Africa. (10 Marks).

QUESTION FOUR
a) Identify two major border conflicts in Africa and the causes behind them. I.e. pick one in either (a) East Africa (b) West Africa (c). The Horn of Africa (d). Sahel Region € The Great Lakes Region (10 Marks)
b) Assess the effectiveness of a specific sub-regional organization (e.g., ECOWAS, IGAD) in resolving border disputes. (10 Marks).

QUESTION FIVE (I)
a) Summarize the African Union's role in border diplomacy and the relationship between border diplomacy and the right to self-determination. (10 Marks).

b) Critically analyze a case study where border disputes have impacted self-determination efforts. (10 Marks).
Or (ii)
a) Summarize the African Union's role in border diplomacy and the relationship between border diplomacy and the right to self-determination in reference to Western Sahara and Biafra.
b) Critically analyze a case study where border disputes have impacted self-determination efforts determination in reference to Western Sahara and Biafra. (10 Marks).
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