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DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNICATION AND MULTIMEDIA JOURNALISM
NURTURING INNOVATORS
SEPTEMBER–DECEMBER 2022 TRIMESTER 
EXAMINATION FOR BACHELOR OF COMMUNICATION AND MULTIMEDIA JOURNALISM
 DAY PROGRAMME
RJN 122: NEWSWRITING AND REPORTING 1
DATE:  TUESDAY 29TH NOVEMBER 2022	                          TIME: 2 HOURS       2.00 PM – 04:00 PM
SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS
1. Write your REGISTRATION NO. Clearly on the answer booklet(s).
2.  Answer Question One and ANY other TWO questions.
3. Questions in all sections should be answered in answer booklet(s). 
4. PLEASE start the answer to EACH question on a NEW PAGE. 
5. For the questions, write the number of the question on the answer booklet(s) in the order you answered. 
6. Write on both sides of each leaf and indicate number of each question at the top of each page.
7. Write the answers in paragraph form unless stated otherwise. 
8. Marks allocated to each question are shown at the end of the question.
9. All rough work must be done on the answer booklet and crossed through! 

10. Use supplementary pages only when you have exhausted those in this booklet.

11. Fasten the supplementary pages to the inside back cover of this booklet
QUESTION ONE – COMPULSORY
You are on duty when news comes in from Meru about a road accident. You send a rookie reporter and he files the following notes:
· Road accident near Subuiga blackspot
· October 9, 
· 11 confirmed dead on spot
· Others in hospital
· Bus called “party on wheels”, a matatu and a trailer involved
· Beer cans and liquor bottles are all over the floor
· A Dj set? Is here

According to an eye witness, (Mary Nkatha) The bus occupants were young people and appeared to be heading to a party since they had assorted drinks 

According to NTSA: 
a. Our investigations have further revealed that at the time of the accident the bus did not have a valid inspection certificate as the one it was using had expired on July 15th, 2021. 
b. The vehicle, which operated as a Public Service Vehicle (PSV) by ferrying members of the public also lacked the Road Service License which contains the registration number, route served, contacts of the sacco, sacco name and expiry date of the license.

Quote one: "The driver of the bus lost control and hit the emanating vehicle from the rear he also rammed another vehicle,” Laura Khatiebi, Deputy Sub-County Commander, Buuri West said. 
Quote two: “Most of the patients had multiple fractures” Kiirua hospital nurse in charge Francis Kirimi 
As a reporter on duty, draft the following:
a) Two tweets on your news organization’s handle, include a hashtag that you will use.								(2 marks)
b) A Facebook post that summarizes the gathered news so far.	(2 marks)
c) Pick a headline and write a news article from the reporter’s notes.											(12 marks)
QUESTION TWO:
a) Rewrite the following quotations more simply as paraphrases. Also correct any errors in grammar and punctuation.
i. “I want to tell you that, like, uh, you know man, what we’re aiming for is to get everybody to realize that, uh, suicide is never an acceptable option for anyone under any circumstances, not even like, uh, the terminally ill,” she said. 												(2 marks)
ii. “There is a greater likelihood that children living in a single-parent household that is headed by a male parent will have medical insurance than a single-parent household headed by a female parent. Research has found that 40 percent of children living with a male single parent have health insurance coverage while only 19% of children living with a female single parent have such coverage”. Said Health and Human Services spokesperson Keiwa Letoo. 		
(2 marks)
b) Write a lead paragraph for each of the following statements. Also correct any errors in grammar and punctuation.

i. The family of Wambui Otieno was grief-stricken. She was 51 years old and died of a heart attack last week. She left a husband and four children. Because her death was so sudden and unexpected, an autopsy had to be performed before the funeral last Saturday. It was a big funeral, costing more than Kes one milion. More than 500 friends and relatives were in attendance. Today, the family received an apologetic call from the county medical examiner. Mrs. Otieno body is still in the morgue. The body they buried was that of a woman whose corpse had been unclaimed for a month. The error was discovered after the medical examiners office realized the month-old corpse had disappeared. Someone probably misread an identifying tag, they said. Also, the family never viewed the remains, they kept the casket closed throughout the proceedings. A relative said, "We went through all the pain and everything, all over the wrong body, and now we have to go through it again."									 (3 marks)

ii. It’s another statistical study, one that surprised researchers. For years, researchers thought that advanced education translated into greater marriage stability. Then they discovered that marital disruption is greater among more highly educated women than any other group (except those who haven't graduated from high school). Now a sociologist at The Ohio State University has conducted a new study which explains some of the reasons why women with graduate degrees are more likely to be graduated from their marriages as well. The key fact seems to be timing. Women who married early, before they began graduate school, are more likely to have established traditional family roles which they find difficult to change. When the wife goes back to school and no longer wants to handle most of the housework, it causes resentment on the part of the husband. If the husband refuses to pitch in and do his share, it creates tension. Such unhappiness on both sides often leads to divorce. Indeed, a third of the women who began graduate school after they were married ended up separated or divorced. By comparison, only 15.6 percent of those who married after they had finished an advanced degree ended up divorced or separated. They seem more likely to find husbands supportive of their educational goals. 									(3 marks)

QUESTION THREE
The Cabinet Secretary for Education has agreed to an interview with you regarding the new curriculum that is about to be implemented.
a) Describe how you would prepare for the interview 				(4 marks)
b) What tools you would use for the actual interview 				(1 marks) 
c) List THREE questions you would ask 					(3 marks) 
d) What other TWO sources would you use to background your story? 	(2 marks)

[bookmark: _GoBack]QUESTION FOUR:
Voltaire, the French writer and intellectual once said, “In the case of news, we should always wait for the sacrament of confirmation”. Discuss this statement highlighting the importance of accuracy in news writing. 									(10 marks)
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