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RIARA SCHOOL OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS & DIPLOMACY
NURTURING INNOVATORS
JAN/APRIL 2025 TRIMESTER 
EXAMINATIONS FOR MASTER OF ARTS IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS & DIPLOMACY
MRIR 925: REGIONAL CONFLICT SYSTEMS AND GEOGRAPHY OF CONFLICT
DATE: APRIL 2025					                                                         TIME: 2 HOURS

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS: 
Students are NOT permitted to write on the examination paper during reading time. 
This is a closed book examination. Text book/Reference books/notes are not permitted. 

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS 
1. Write your REGISTRATION NO. Clearly on the answer booklet(s). 
2. Answer Question One and ANY other TWO questions.
3. Questions in all sections should be answered in answer booklet(s) 
4. PLEASE start the answer to EACH question on a NEW PAGE.
5. For the questions, write the number of the question on the answer booklet(s) in the order you answered.
6. Write on both sides of each leaf and indicate number of each question at the top of each page.
7. Write the answers in a paragraph form unless stated otherwise. 
8. Marks allocated to each question are shown at the end of the question. 
9. All rough work must be done on the answer booklet and crossed through!
10. Use supplementary pages only when you have exhausted those in this book.
11. Fasten the supplementary pages to the inside back cover of this booklet.
INSTRUCTIONS:

Answer any THREE (3) questions. Sketch maps and diagrams should be used wherever they serve to illustrate an answer. Keep in mind that you will be evaluated not only on your knowledge of the relevant literature, but also on your ability to think independently and make a compelling argument. 


Question 1
Evaluate the following statement: “the geography of African conflicts is often elusive due to the large number of actors involved, their shifting alliances and their transnational movements.”

Question 2
Makumi Mwagiru, rejects the idea that, “conflicts do not have transborder realities, and instead perceives individual conflicts as an integral part of a wider conflict system that operate more or less like a “amoeba.” Discuss.


Question 3
In the Tremolieres et. al.’s (2020), reading, the North and West Africa regions have a combination of conflict intensity and the highest concentration of political violence. The region is associated with four different types of conflict geography. Provide a concise classification. 
Question 4
Discuss the following statement: “Conflict systems, like seismic waves, have epicenters around which their existence revolves. Identifing accurately such an epicentre is a sine qua non for effective management.” 

Question 5
In H.J. Mackinder’s, “Geographical Pivot of History”, identifies three building blocks (distance, terrain and climate), as the main determinants of states relations. Today, the war between Russia and Ukraine in the so called Eurasian Rimland, seems to validate Mackinder’s hypothesis. Assess the validity of the above statement.
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