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RIARA SCHOOL OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS & DIPLOMACY
NURTURING INNOVATORS
May –August 2025 TRIMESTER 
EXAMINATIONS FOR BACHELOR OF ARTS IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS & DIPLOMACY
FULL-TIME PROGRAMME
RIR 307: DOCUMENTS OF DIPLOMACY
DATE: 	 11th AUGUST 2025							            TIME: 2 HOURS
GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS: 
Students are NOT permitted to write on the examination paper during reading time. 
This is a closed book examination. Text book/Reference books/notes are not permitted. 
SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS
1. Write your REGISTRATION NO. Clearly on the answer booklet(s).
1.  Answer Question One and ANY other TWO questions.
1. Questions in all sections should be answered in answer booklet(s). 
1. PLEASE start the answer to EACH question on a NEW PAGE. 
1. For the questions, write the number of the question on the answer booklet(s) in the order you answered. 
1. Write on both sides of each leaf and indicate number of each question at the top of each page.
1. Write the answers in paragraph form unless stated otherwise. 
1. Marks allocated to each question are shown at the end of the question.
1. All rough work must be done on the answer booklet and crossed through! 
1. Use supplementary pages only when you have exhausted those in this booklet.
1. Fasten the supplementary pages to the inside back cover of this booklet


SECTION A: COMPULSORY – ANSWER ALL QUESTIONS		(30 MARKS)

QUESTION ONE 
a) Define the following documents used in diplomacy and state one instance where each may be used:                                                                                                         (10 marks)
i) Brief
ii) Memorandum
iii) Treaty
iv) Letter of Appointment
v) Identic Note

b) Draft a Letter of Credence from the President of Kenya appointing a new ambassador to the African Union in Addis Ababa.                                                                (20 Marks)

SECTION B: ANSWER ANY TWO QUESTIONS FROM THIS SECTION.	(40 MARKS)

QUESTION TWO
a) Explain the protocols involved in presenting letters of credence and letters of recall in diplomatic service.                                                                                                 (8 marks)
b) Discuss three differences between internal and external diplomatic communication, providing examples of document types used in each.                                         (6 marks)
c) Explain how a speech can be considered a diplomatic document and discuss the strategic value of such speeches in international forums like the UN.                                (6 marks)
QUESTION THREE
a) Choose any recent multilateral treaty (e.g., Paris Agreement, African Continental Free Trade Area) and explain the key documents used in its negotiation and ratification.                     
(10 marks) 	
b) Draft a Note Verbale from the Embassy of Egypt in Nairobi to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Kenya, inviting the Cabinet Secretary to attend a diplomatic reception.                         
(10 marks)							

QUESTION FOUR
Discuss the application and significance of the following diplomatic documents in peacebuilding and mediation processes:                                                                                         (20 marks)
I. Joint Declarations
II. Ceasefire Agreements
III. Framework Agreements
IV. Memoranda of Understanding (MoUs)
V. Provisional Reports or Summaries

[bookmark: _GoBack]QUESTION FIVE
As a newly appointed ambassador to the United Nations, you have been asked to prepare and submit various diplomatic documents to begin your work.
a) Draft a speech to be delivered at the UN General Assembly outlining your country’s foreign policy priorities                                                                                   (10 marks)
b) Draft a Positional paper that you will present in the first conference you will be attending, which is going to be based on the theme of Climate change                               (10 marks)
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