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SCHOOL OF COMMUNICATION AND MULTIMEDIA JOURNALISM
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EXAMINATION FOR DEGREE IN COMMUNICATION AND MULTIMEDIA JOURNALISM
RJN 311: MASS COMMUNIATION RESEARCH 1
DATE:  28TH NOVEMBER 2023     	                         TIME: 1 HOUR 30 MINUTES           	               
GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS:
i. Students are NOT permitted to write on the examination paper during reading time.
ii. This is a closed book examination. Text book/Reference books/notes are not permitted.
SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS 
1. Write your REGISTRATION NO. Clearly on the answer booklet(s). 
2. Answer Question One and ANY other TWO questions.
3. Questions in all sections should be answered in answer booklet(s) 
4. PLEASE start the answer to EACH question on a NEW PAGE.
5. For the questions, write the number of the question on the answer booklet(s) in the order you answered.
6. Write on both sides of each leaf and indicate number of each question at the top of each page.
7. Write the answers in a paragraph form unless stated otherwise. 
8. Marks allocated to each question are shown at the end of the question. 
9. All rough work must be done on the answer booklet and crossed through!
10. Use supplementary pages only when you have exhausted those in this book.
11. Fasten the supplementary pages to the inside back cover of this booklet.
TOTAL 40%
QUESTION 1
Use the abstract below to answer question 1.

It Might be True but is it “The Truth”?
New Challenges for Broadcasters and Regulators in an Age of Fake News and a Post-Truth Environment
[bookmark: _GoBack]The notion of the truth has always been highly problematic for political journalists. One person’s truth is another person‘s propaganda, but in a post-truth, fake news environment these difficulties become magnified. The last two years have been a turbulent time for British broadcast journalists in terms of their coverage of the major political events in the UK. Their reporting of the general elections of 2015 and 2017, of the European Union Referendum and the election of Jeremy Corbyn to the leadership of the Labour Party have been badly askew (as was the case with the press and online non-partisan media). However, the public service broadcasters are a vital element in the UK's social democratic public sphere as is the regulatory system that supports them and consequently their current failures represent a real problem for British democracy as a whole. In particular, the broadcasters have struggled to identify what is now meant by the truth in terms of politics and political campaigns. The case study in this paper looking at the problematics of reporting the campaign for Brexit and the subsequent negotiations illustrates the wider difficulties in arriving at a workable definition of the truth in the frenetic atmosphere of a political campaign and high-level international negotiations. The case study demonstrates how there can, legitimately, been many truths to one story, which, in itself, raises a number of urgent questions about the nature of political journalism in the UK and its regulatory system within the public broadcasting system in an age of fake news and a post-truth environment.
a) Write a brief problem statement for this study 				(3 marks)
b) Write two objectives and two research questions for this study 		(4 marks)
c) Write the hypothesis for this study 						(2 marks)
d) What research design was used in this study? 				(2 marks)
e) In two points, explain the importance of literature review in this research.  (4 marks)
f) Name a theory that would be appropriate for this study. 			(1 mark)
g) What is the relevance of a theory in research? 				(4 marks)


QUESTION TWO
What are the key ethical principles that researchers should adhere to when conducting research with human subjects? 						(10 marks)

QUESTION THREE
Explain the consequences of plagiarism in academia and research. 		(10 marks)

QUESTION FOUR
Provide an example of a real-world problem in the communication and media industry, and outline the steps a researcher should take to address this problem. 		(10 marks)

QUESTION FIVE
State one advantage and one disadvantage of each of the following. 	(10 marks)
a) Probability sampling 			(2 marks)
b) Non probability sampling	 	(2 marks)		
c) Focus group discussions 		(2 marks)
d) In-depth interviews			(2 marks)
e) Questionnaires				(2 marks)

Page 3 of 3

image1.png
Riaraly

University




