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RIARA SCHOOL OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS & DIPLOMACY
NURTURING INNOVATORS
MAY -AUGUST 2025 TRIMESTER 
EXAMINATIONS FOR BACHELOR OF ARTS IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS & DIPLOMACY
FULL-TIME PROGRAMME
RIR 318: REFUGEE STUDIES
DATE: 	 8TH AUGUST 2025							            TIME: 2 HOURS
GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS: 
i. Students are NOT permitted to write on the examination paper during reading time. 
ii. This is a closed book examination. Text book/Reference books/notes are not permitted. 
SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS 
1. Write your REGISTRATION NO. Clearly on the answer booklet(s). 
1. Answer Question ONE and ANY other TWO questions.
1. Questions in all sections should be answered in answer booklet(s) 
1. PLEASE start the answer to EACH question on a NEW PAGE.
1. For the questions, write the number of the question on the answer booklet(s) in the order you answered.
1. Write on both sides of each leaf and indicate number of each question at the top of each page.
1. Write the answers in a paragraph form unless stated otherwise. 
1. Marks allocated to each question are shown at the end of the question. 
1. All rough work must be done on the answer booklet and crossed through!
1. Use supplementary pages only when you have exhausted those in this book
1. Fasten the supplementary pages to the inside back cover of this booklet
SECTION A: COMPULSORY – ANSWER ALL QUESTIONS (30 MARKS)

QUESTION ONE 
a) Define the following terms :
i. Refugee                                                                                   (2 Marks)
ii. Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs)                                      (2 Marks)
iii. Stateless Person                                                                      (2 Marks)

b) Briefly explain any five diplomatic challenges posed by large-scale refugee displacement.                                                                                                 
(10 Marks)
c) With reference to the 1951 Refugee Convention and the 1969 OAU Refugee Convention, outline four key legal provisions that support refugee protection in Africa 
(6 Marks)
d) Describe four ways in which climate change contributes to new forms of displacement and refugee movements in Africa and globally                                            		(8 Marks)

SECTION B: ANSWER ANY TWO QUESTIONS FROM THIS SECTION.	(40 MARKS)

QUESTION TWO
a) Using examples, discuss the diplomatic implications of Kenya hosting refugees from Somalia and South Sudan                                                                                     (10 Marks)
b) Examine the significance of the AU 1969 Refugee Convention in shaping regional refugee policy and burden-sharing in Africa                                                                        
(10 Marks)
QUESTION THREE
a) Evaluate how refugee issues influence national foreign policy decisions in countries such as Kenya, Turkey, and selected EU states                                                            (10 Marks)
b) Using relevant examples, analyse how donor diplomacy and conditional aid shape refugee policy in the global South                                                                                        
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QUESTION FOUR
With reference to at least two contemporary case studies (e.g., Ukraine, Sudan, Gaza, Rohingya), answer the following:
a) Discuss the role of international actors in resolving conflicts and facilitating refugee return 										(10 Marks)
b) Critically assess the application of the "Responsibility to Protect" (R2P) doctrine in modern refugee-producing crises                                                                   (10 Marks)
QUESTION FIVE
a) Analyze the emerging role of non-traditional actors such as NGOs, diaspora communities, and the private sector in refugee diplomacy and protection                              (10 Marks)
b) Propose policy recommendations for enhancing humane and effective refugee diplomacy in the 21st century                                                                                                (10 Marks)
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