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DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNICATION AND MULTIMEDIA JOURNALISM
NURTURING INNOVATORS
MAY-AUGUST 2024 TRIMESTER 
EXAMINATION FOR BACHELOR OF COMMUNICATION AND MULTIMEDIA JOURNALISM
DAY PROGRAMME
RJN 411: DOCUMENTARY PRODUCTION
DATE:			 TIME: 2 HOURS: ______________________________

Purpose of the Course 
The purpose of this course is to provide a hands-on experience in producing documentary videos. 
Course Assessment
 Continuous Assessment 	 40%
 Final Project			60%
 Total			                100%

CAT A 20MKS Due May 30th 
The students should develop and conceptualize a short photo story. The picture story should be in the form of a documentary with on-location interviews using pictures. This short video picture and sound edit; This photo story should not be more than 10 minutes. It will be used to evaluate students' ability to conduct effective interviews, including their approach to questioning, active listening skills, and ability to capture compelling images from interviewees and useful cutaways.

The students will be assessed on Creativity and Innovation: The students should demonstrate creativity and innovation in their photo story projects, whether through storytelling techniques, visual aesthetics, or narrative structure. Critical Analysis: Require students to critically analyze their own work and the work of their peers, reflecting on strengths, weaknesses, and areas for improvement. The students will be encouraged to consider broader issues in documentary filmmaking such as representation, authenticity, and the role of the filmmaker in shaping narratives.

CAT B 20MKS Due June 20th
In groups, the students are required to develop a documentary concept and proposal, including the subject, theme, target audience, and objectives of the documentary. The students will also undertake the Pre-production stage of the documentary: Here the students will be assessed on their ability to conduct thorough research on their chosen topic, including identifying key sources, conducting interviews, and gathering relevant materials. Their pre-production work such as creating shot lists, storyboards, and production schedules will be evaluated. The students will  also be assessed on Research and Analysis:
· How well-researched is the content of the documentary? Are sources cited and information verified?
· Does the documentary present a balanced view of the topic, or does it exhibit bias?
· Evaluate the depth of analysis and insight provided on the subject matter.
PROJECT 60MKS  Due August (exam date )
The students will be required to write a proposal to seek funding for their earlier pitched documentary video projects; The students in groups will thereafter be required to produce a 20 minutes full documentary video.
 The assessment will cover the following areas:-
1. Camera and Sound Techniques: Assess students' proficiency in using camera and sound equipment effectively, including framing, composition, lighting, and audio recording techniques.
2. Editing and Post-production: Evaluate students' skills in editing footage and sound to create a coherent and engaging narrative. Assess their ability to use editing software, organize footage, and apply appropriate transitions, effects, and sound design.
3. Ethical Considerations: Assess students' understanding of ethical considerations in documentary filmmaking, including issues related to informed consent, representation, bias, and the responsibility of the filmmaker to their subjects and audience.
4. Technical Proficiency: Evaluate students' overall technical proficiency in documentary filmmaking, including their ability to troubleshoot technical problems, manage equipment, and maintain quality standards throughout the production process.
5. Presentation and Communication Skills: Assess students' ability to effectively present and communicate their documentary projects, both orally and in written form. This could include pitching their ideas, discussing their creative process, and articulating the themes and messages of their documentaries.
6. Content Understanding:
· What is the central theme or message of the documentary?
· Can you identify the key issues or topics addressed in the documentary?
· How effectively does the documentary convey its message or argument?
7. Narrative and Structure:
1. Describe the narrative structure of the documentary. Is it linear, non-linear, or episodic?
2. How does the documentary use storytelling techniques to engage the audience?
3. Analyze the pacing of the documentary. Is it appropriately paced to maintain viewer interest?
8. Visual and Aesthetic Elements:
1. Discuss the use of cinematography in the documentary. How do camera angles, framing, and composition contribute to its visual appeal?
2. Evaluate the use of lighting and color schemes in setting the mood or tone of the documentary.
3. How does the use of visuals (archival footage, animations, graphics, etc.) enhance the storytelling?
9. Sound and Music:
1. Assess the use of sound design and editing in the documentary. How does it complement the visuals and narrative?
2. Discuss the role of music in setting the mood or enhancing emotional impact.
3. Evaluate the clarity and quality of the voiceovers, interviews, and other audio elements.
4. Who is the intended audience for the documentary, and how effectively does it cater to their interests or concerns?
5. Discuss the potential impact of the documentary on its audience. Does it provoke thought, inspire action, or raise awareness?
6. Analyze the strategies used to engage and maintain the audience's attention throughout the documentary.
10. Ethical Considerations:
1. Are there any ethical concerns or controversies raised by the documentary? If so, how are they addressed?
2. Evaluate the fairness and sensitivity with which sensitive topics or personal stories are handled.
3. Discuss any potential biases or conflicts of interest that may have influenced the production of the documentary.
11. Technical Proficiency:
1. Assess the technical quality of the documentary, including aspects such as editing, sound mixing, and visual effects.
2. Were there any technical limitations or challenges faced during the production, and how were they overcome?
3. How does the overall production value of the documentary compare to professional standards?
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