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DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNICATION AND MULTIMEDIA JOURNALISM
NURTURING INNOVATORS
JANUARY-APRIL 2024 TRIMESTER 
EXAMINATION FOR BACHELOR OF COMMUNICATION AND MULTIMEDIA JOURNALISM
DAY PROGRAMME
RJN 222: MEDIA LAW AND ETHICS
DATE:			 TIME: 2 HOURS: __________________________________
PART A COMPULSORY QUESTIONS
QUESTION ONE (30 MARKS)

Use the case study to answer question 1. a and b

A journalist receives sensitive information from a confidential source regarding corruption within a government agency. The information is highly newsworthy and could have significant public interest implications. However, the source insists on remaining anonymous due to fear of reprisal. 

a. How should the journalist balance the ethical obligation to protect the confidentiality of their source with the responsibility to report important news to the public? (10 marks)

b. Discuss the ethical considerations involved in this situation and propose a course of action for the journalist and the media house. (10 marks)

c. Explain the role of self-regulation and government regulations in ensuring accountability while safeguarding editorial independence and freedom of the press in Kenya (10 marks)

PART B ANSWER ANY TWO QUESTIONS

QUESTION TWO
a. Describe hate speech (3 marks)
b. In four points, discuss the role of media in amplifying or mitigating hate speech in Kenya (12 marks)
QUESTION THREE

a. With examples, distinguish between defamation by libel and defamation by slander (6 marks)
b. Examine the role of media organizations and journalists in preventing defamation and maintaining journalistic integrity (9 marks)

QUESTION FOUR
a. Identify and analyze the main challenges and threats to data privacy in Kenya (6 marks)
b. Evaluate the role of the media in safeguarding data privacy rights and addressing emerging challenges in the digital age (9 marks)
QUESTION FIVE

In five points, evaluate ethical guidelines and standards for protecting individuals' rights and reputations in electoral reporting (15 marks)
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