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JANUARY-APRIL 2026 TRIMESTER
 
SCHOOL OF COMMUNICATION AND MULTIMEDIA JOURNALISM
 
EXAMINATION FOR DEGREE PROGRAMME
 
DAY PROGRAMME
 
RDCJ 6212: MEDIA LAW AND ETHICS

DATE:	15TH APRIL 2026							TIME: 2 HOURS 

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS:
Students are NOT permitted to write on the examination paper during reading time.
This is a closed book examination. Text book/Reference books/notes are not permitted.
SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS 
1. Write your REGISTRATION NO. Clearly on the answer booklet(s). 
1. Answer Question One and ANY other TWO questions.
1. Questions in all sections should be answered in answer booklet(s) 
1. PLEASE start the answer to EACH question on a NEW PAGE.
1. For the questions, write the number of the question on the answer booklet(s) in the order you answered.
1. Write on both sides of each leaf and indicate number of each question at the top of each page.
1. Write the answers in a paragraph form unless stated otherwise. 
1. Marks allocated to each question are shown at the end of the question. 
1. All rough work must be done on the answer booklet and crossed through!
1. Use supplementary pages only when you have exhausted those in this book.
1. Fasten the supplementary pages to the inside back cover of this booklet.


QUESTION ONE
In June 2025, during nationwide protests, the Communications Authority of Kenya (CA) issued a directive ordering media houses to stop live broadcasting of demonstrations, citing concerns over public order and security. The directive was challenged in court by civil society organizations, and the High Court later declared it unconstitutional, holding that it violated freedom of expression and media freedom guaranteed under the Constitution.
Using this scenario, answer the following questions.
a) Justify any one ethical theory that can be applied to assess the decision by the Communications Authority to block live broadcasts. 			(6 Marks)
b) Describe four ethical responsibilities of the media when reporting protests (8 Marks)
c) Illustrate the role of media regulation in Kenya 				(5 Marks)
d) Examine three antisocial behaviors that are likely to occur during the protests (3 Marks)
e) Highlight four limitations of freedom of expression as per the constitution of Kenya, article 33. (4 Marks).
f) Using the case study above, explain the concept of prior restraint in broadcast law 
(4 Marks)
QUESTION TWO
a) Predict five emerging ethical issues that are likely to affect digital journalism (10 Marks)
b) Identify five key issues addressed in Kenya digital communication laws 	(5 Marks)

QUESTION THREE
a) Discuss any three ethical dilemmas a journalist is likely to encounter in their line of duty 
(9 Marks)
b) Outline any six considerations or checklists a journalist should consider before covering court case 									(6 Marks)

QUESTION FOUR
Evaluate five legal defenses available to journalists facing defamation claims, in your answer assess how effectively these defenses promote ethical journalism 			(15 Marks)

QUESTION FIVE
a) A Kenyan company advertises a health product claiming it can “cure diabetes” without scientific proof. Evaluate five legal issues that are likely to arise from this advertisement under the consumer protection act 						(10 Marks)
b) [bookmark: _GoBack]Differentiate between law and ethics 						(5 Marks)
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