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GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS: 
Students are NOT permitted to write on the examination paper during reading time. 
This is a closed book examination. Text book/Reference books/notes are not permitted. 
SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS 
1. Write your REGISTRATION NO. Clearly on the answer booklet(s). 
1. Answer Question One and ANY other TWO questions.
1. Questions in all sections should be answered in answer booklet(s) 
1. PLEASE start the answer to EACH question on a NEW PAGE.
1. For the questions, write the number of the question on the answer booklet(s) in the order you answered.
1. Write on both sides of each leaf and indicate number of each question at the top of each page.
1. Write the answers in a paragraph form unless stated otherwise. 
1. Marks allocated to each question are shown at the end of the question. 
1. All rough work must be done on the answer booklet and crossed through!
1. Use supplementary pages only when you have exhausted those in this book
1. Fasten the supplementary pages to the inside back cover of this booklet.


SECTION A: ANSWER ALL QUESTIONS IN THIS SECTION (30 MARKS)
QUESTION ONE
a) State the meaning and purpose of research                                		 (4 marks)
b) With the help of relevant examples differentiate between “independent” and “dependent” variable                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                    		(4 marks)
c) Identify the type of variables (nominal, ordinal, interval, and ratio) generated from the following questions                                       		( 5 marks) 
i. How old are you___________ years
ii. Indicate your marital status
a) Single
b) Married
c) Separated
d) Divorced
e) Widowed
iii. How often do you go to the gym?
a) Always
b) Usually
c) Rarely
d) Never
iv. Rank the following detergents by assigning 1 to the most preferred choice and 3 to the least
a) LUX
b) Palmolive
c) FA
v. How many minutes to you spend traveling from home to work_____
d) Imagine that you are one of the research assistant in a study tasked with data collection, name and explain four research ethics that you are going to adhere to during the study                                                          
			(8 marks)
e) Consider the following data on age of children under a given study:
3, 9, 5, 12, 10, 3, 4, 8, 7, 3, 1, 6, 2, 3, 
Using the above provided data calculate:
i. Standard deviation                                                                (5 marks)
ii. Inter-quartile range                                                               (4 marks)

SECTION B:  ANSWER ANY TWO QUESTIONS (40 MARKS)

QUESTION TWO
Discuss the main components of a research proposal                          	(20 marks)

QUESTION THREE
Write brief notes on the following:

i. Closed-ended question                                                                    	(5 marks)                                                           
ii. Population                                                                                      	(5 marks)
iii.  Qualitative data                                                                               	(5 marks)
iv. Observation method of data collection                                         	(5 marks)

QUESTION FOUR
a) At the centre of a research project is the sampling process. Discuss the advantages sampling in research.                                                             	(6 marks)
b) Briefly explain why you would prefer probability sampling over non¬ probability sampling.                                                                                
		(3 marks)
c) Identify circumstances where probability sampling may be an appropriate sampling strategy?                                                                         
		(3 marks)
d) Examine the strengths and weaknesses of using questionnaires as tools of data collection.                                                                                 
		(8 marks)

QUESTION FIVE
Assume you are conducting research on “Causes of inter-community conflict in border market centers”
Design a questionnaire as a data collection instrument for the above study   (Include all the four types of questions in your questionnaire)          	(20 marks)                                                                          

3 | Page

image1.png
Riaralx)

University




