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COURSE CODE: RFC 203
COURSE NAME: LEGAL SYSTEMS & SOCIAL POLITICAL THOUGHT
DEPARTMENT/SCHOOL: RIARA LAW SCHOOL
SEMESTER: JANUARY-APRIL 2025
END OF SEMESTER FINAL EXAM
INSTRUCTIONS: EXAM HAS TWO SECTIONS, A & B

SECTION A: ANSWER ALL QUESTIONS IN THIS SECTION (30 MARKS) 

1. Discuss 4 purposes of law as we saw in our class discussions this semester. Ensure you use good examples and illustrations for your answers 			(12 marks)

2. Discuss the glaring differences between Civil law and Criminal law under the following areas: 										(4 marks): 
(a) Standard of proof
(b) Burden of proof
3. Define doctrine of separation of powers					 (2 marks)

4. Give an instance of international law that is part of Kenyan laws. Show how it is part of Kenyan laws 									(2 marks).

5. Explain the paradox of law and show how it is evident in our society today (3 marks)

6. “Law is too slow and takes a while to catch up with where man is in society.” 

i. Drawing from your discipline here in Riara University, identify 2 critical areas where law is yet to fully catch up with realities as we know it in the society today 
(3 marks)
   
ii. Suggest 2 ways to bridge the gap so that law can be adaptive, proactive and timely so as not to lag behind in responding to societal challenges 		(4 marks)   


SECTION B: ANSWER 2 QUESTIONS FROM THIS SECTION (40 MARKS)

7. (i) The landmark case of S. M. Otieno is a perfect example of which law in Kenya            

(2 marks)

(ii) Describe the background of this case and justify the answer in the above (4 marks)

(iii) Show how this case was adjudicated (i.e., the verdict) 			(2 marks)

(iv)  Was this a fair ruling 							(2 marks)

(v) Defend your position using 3 arguments from the contemporary legal and societal
      ideals and values 								(10 marks)

8. (i) Identify a prominent case under Common law that has gotten the attention of the
     global community and that has featured in our discussions this semester (2 marks)

(ii) Describe the background of this case and justify the answer in the above (4 marks)

(iii) Show the current legal standing of this case following recent developments 												(2 marks)
(iv) Use 4 arguments from contemporary legal and societal ideals and values and show
       whether you agree or disagree with the recent legal verdict about the subject of this
       case. Be sure to present good reasons for your positions using the backing from law, 
       societal ideals and values 						(12 marks).


9. (i) Provide the fundamental differences between traditional or alternative justice
   systems in Kenya (Africa) and a formal legal system. Discuss 3 points (10 marks)

(ii) Discuss the benefits (advantages) of the traditional or alternative justice system over
     the formal legal system especially in the context of Kenya (Africa). Use 3 strong
[bookmark: _GoBack]     arguments to make your case 						(10 marks).  
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