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JANUARY-APRIL 2026 TRIMESTER
EXAMINATIONS FOR MASTER OF ARTS IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS & DIPLOMACY
EVENING PROGRAMME
RMIR 9124 MARITIME DIPLOMACY
INSTRUCTIONS
1. This is the final exam for RMIR 9124 MARITIME DIPLOMACY. The Exam is worth 50% of your final grade.
2. The exam has two sections. You should answer all questions in Section A and pick any two questions in Section B.
3. This is a CLOSED BOOK examination. All Riara University Examination Regulations Apply.
4.  Your answers should be legible, detailed and supported by relevant examples.
5.   I wish you all the best.
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The Ametis Strait Narrative
The Ametis Strait is a 15-mile-wide chokepoint serving as the primary exit for 20% of the world’s liquefied natural gas. To the north lies the Kingdom of Thalassia, a regional power with a formidable blue-water navy. To the south is the Republic of Neritica, a developing democracy whose blue economy strategy relies on high-end ecotourism and a burgeoning tech sector. Neritica’s digital sovereignty depends on a single high-capacity subsea fiber-optic cable resting on the seabed of the strait. While both are parties to the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), Thalassia maintains a domestic law requiring prior notification for foreign warships in its Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ), a stance that contradicts the transit passage regime Neritica claims for the strait.
In 2026, Thalassia declared the Sapphire Marine Park over a section of the seabed where Neritica’s cable lies, claiming to have discovered a rare carbon-sequestering coral vital to the global blue economy. On June 1st, the Thalassian vessel Vanguard-7, officially marked as a marine scientific research ship, anchored directly over the cable. Thalassia then issued a Notice to Mariners establishing a five-nautical-mile Temporary Ecological Exclusion Zone (TEEZ). A Neritican Coast Guard patrol boat approached the vessel, but the Thalassian captain responded over VHF radio that they were a vessel restricted in their ability to maneuver and that any entry into the zone would be treated as an act of environmental terrorism.
Simultaneously, the Vanguard-7 began broadcasting an AIS signal identifying itself as a UN-chartered medical relief ship, despite being guarded by a swarm of steel-hulled fishing trawlers acting as a maritime militia. While Neritica focused on this standoff, Thalassian state media leaked reports of a hijacked tanker in the southern approaches. Neritica diverted its only two navy corvettes to investigate, only to find that the pirates were actually local fishermen participating in a Thalassian-sponsored maritime cultural festival. With international shipping rates climbing and Neritica’s internet speeds dropping, both nations have agreed to a cooling-off period to negotiate a joint statement and avoid a kinetic escalation.


Legal and Regulatory Provisions
The following excerpts are the primary legal tools available for your analysis of the situation:
UNCLOS Article 113: Every State shall adopt the laws and regulations necessary to provide that the breaking or injury by a ship flying its flag or by a person subject to its jurisdiction of a submarine cable beneath the high seas done wilfully or through culpable negligence, in such a manner as to be liable to interrupt or obstruct telegraphic or telephonic communications, shall be a punishable offence.

UNCLOS Article 246 (3): Coastal States shall, in normal circumstances, grant their consent for marine scientific research projects by other States or competent international organizations in their exclusive economic zone or on their continental shelf to be carried out in accordance with this Convention exclusively for peaceful purposes and in order to increase scientific knowledge of the marine environment for the benefit of all mankind.

COLREGs Rule 10 (c): A vessel shall, so far as practicable, avoid crossing traffic lanes but if obliged to do so shall cross on a heading as nearly as practicable at right angles to the general direction of traffic flow.
San Remo Manual Paragraph 110: Ruses of war are permitted. They are intended to mislead an adversary or to induce him to act recklessly, but they shall not be confused with perfidy. Acts of perfidy are those inviting the confidence of an adversary with intent to betray that confidence, such as the feigning of a status entitled to protection, including the use of the distinctive emblem of the red cross or red crescent.


SECTION B (20 MARKS)
PICK ANY TWO QUESTIONS
Question Three 
The Vanguard-7’s use of AIS spoofing to identify as a medical ship introduces a layer of digital fog into the crisis. Explain how this manipulation of maritime domain awareness data impacts the obligations of third-party merchant vessels under COLREGs Rule 10 and how the intentional broadcast of false positional data would affect the determination of liability?                (10 marks)


Question Four
Draft the joint statement to be issued by both nations to the International Maritime Organization. Your draft must address the protection of the blue economy and the security of digital infrastructure as shared regional priorities. You are tasked with creating a mechanism for a joint technical inspection that allows both nations to verify the status of the cable and the coral without either side surrendering their legal claims. The goal is to produce a document that de-escalates the physical standoff and restores the flow of trade.			     (10 marks)

Question Five
Your work at the Thalassian Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The Head of the Diplomatic Affairs at the MInistry would like to express his protest at the actions of Vanguard-7, particularly the use of AIS spoofing. Identify the type of communication that would be used to communicate the protest and then draft such a protest letter. 						      (10 marks)
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