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SCHOOL OF COMMUNICATION AND MULTIMEDIA JOURNALISM
EXAMINATION FOR BACHELOR OF ARTS IN COMMUNICATION AND MULTIMEDIA JOURNALISM
RBCJ 7322: MEDIA LAW AND ETHICS
SEPTEMBER-DECEMBER 2025
DATE: 11TH DECEMBER 2025						TIME; 2 HOURS
GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS: 
Students are NOT permitted to write on the examination paper during reading time. 
This is a closed book examination. Text book/Reference books/notes are not permitted. 

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS: 
1. Write your REGISTRATION NO. Clearly on the answer booklet(s).
2. Answer Question One and ANY other TWO questions.
3. Questions in all sections should be answered in answer booklet(s). 
4. Marks allocated to each question are shown at the end of the question. 
5. PLEASE start the answer to EACH question on a NEW PAGE. 
6. For the questions, write the number of the question on the answer booklet(s) in the order you answered them. 
7. Write your answers in paragraph form unless stated otherwise.
8. Keep your phone(s) SWITCHED OFF at the front of the examination room.
9. Keep ALL bags and caps at the front of the examination room and do not refer to any unauthorized material before or during the course of the examination.
10. You are only allowed to leave the examination room 30minutes to the end of the Examination.


QUESTION ONE
In Justice Sankale Ole Kantai vs. Royal Media Services Ltd (Civil Case E280 OF 2021, [2024] KEHC 1035), the plaintiff sued Citizen TV for airing and publishing a story linking him to the murder of businessman Tob Cohen. He argued that the publication was false and violated his rights as a Kenyan citizen. He sought an injunction, damages and an apology. The defendant argued it was acting in the public interest.
a) With reference to this excerpt, analyze any three media laws that were violated (9 Marks)
b) Distinguish between ethics and morality and explain how both should have guided the newsroom in airing and publishing the story 					(5 Marks)
c) Identify and describe three ethical principles raised in this case 		(6 Marks)
d) Evaluate the effectiveness of media regulatory bodies in addressing disputes of this nature 										(5 Marks).
e) Justify the defendant's defence in this case 					(5 Marks)
QUESTION TWO
a) Illustrate and explain any five anti-social behaviors in the social media platforms 
(10 Marks)
b) Propose strategies that can be used by regulatory bodies to effectively curb such practices and promote ethical communication 						(5 Marks)
QUESTION THREE
a) Critically assess the importance of copyrights and trademarks in media law (5 Marks).
b) In (a) above, how do they protect intellectual property 			(5 Marks)
c) What are the consequences of infringement of copyrights and trademarks in media law    (5 Marks), use illustrations to support your answer (5 Marks).
QUESTION FOUR
d) Critically examine the social contract theory and evaluate its relevance in guiding ethical decision-making in media law practice 					(15 Marks)


QUESTION FIVE
a) Analyse three unethical practices of public relations that you have noted in organisations in Kenya 									(9 Marks) 
b) [bookmark: _GoBack]Explain the three limitations of freedom of expression as per the Constitution of Kenya, Article 33. 									(6 Marks)
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