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DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNICATION AND MULTIMEDIA JOURNALISM
NURTURING INNOVATORS
MAY-AUGUST 2024 TRIMESTER 
EXAMINATION FOR DEGREE IN COMMUNICATION AND MULTIMEDIA JOURNALISM
DAY PROGRAMME
RJN 113: ENGLISH FOR JOURNALISTS
GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS:
i. Students are NOT permitted to write on the examination paper during reading time.
ii. This is a closed book examination. Text book/Reference books/notes are not permitted.

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS 
1. Write your REGISTRATION NO. Clearly on the answer booklet(s). 
2. Answer Question One and ANY other TWO questions.
3. Questions in all sections should be answered in answer booklet(s) 
4. PLEASE start the answer to EACH question on a NEW PAGE.
5. For the questions, write the number of the question on the answer booklet(s) in the order you answered.
6. Write on both sides of each leaf and indicate number of each question at the top of each page.

7. Write the answers in a paragraph form unless stated otherwise. 
8. Marks allocated to each question are shown at the end of the question. 
9. All rough work must be done on the answer booklet and crossed through!

10. Use supplementary pages only when you have exhausted those in this book.

11. Fasten the supplementary pages to the inside back cover of this booklet

Question One (COMPULSORY)

a) With clear examples, discuss six ways in which colonization by the British helped to entrench English as a key language for the practice of journalism in Kenya. 







(12 marks)
b) Briefly explain the meaning of the following aspects of semantics: 

(10 marks)
i). Denotation

ii). Connotation

iii). Affective meaning

iv). Social meaning.

c) Using four examples, illustrate how homophones can distort meaning in the English language. 





(8 marks)
ANSWER ANY TWO QUESTIONS

Question two:

a) Imagine you are a journalist working for a leading English-language newspaper in Kenya. Explain five ways in which a good mastery of the English language can make you an effective journalist. 



(10 marks)
b) Describe the following terms that relate to the study of the English language. 
(10 marks)

i) Number

ii. Person

iii. Tense

iv. Mood

Question three:

A good copy editor should scoop with a spoon, not a shovel, allowing the writer to express himself in a story. Explain this statement in the context of editing a story for print and broadcast media 





(20 marks).
Question four:

Describe the following types of writing 



(20 marks)
i. Narrative writing

ii. Expository writing

iii. Persuasive writing

iv. Descriptive writing

Question five:

Explain any five common grammar problems and sentence errors in English language 
(20 marks)
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