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RIARA UNIVERSITY
RIARA SCHOOL OF LAW
END OF JANUARY- APRIL SEMESTER EXAMINATIONS, 2025
RLB 203 PROPERTY THEORY
INSTRUCTIONS
1. This is the final examination in Proprietary Transactions in Land.  You will earn 70% of your final grade from this final examination and 30% from Continuous Assessment Assignments.
1. This examination has FIVE questions.  Answer ONLY THREE QUESTIONS. Question One is Compulsory. Select TWO more questions from the remaining four. 
1. This is a CLOSED BOOK examination.  This means that you are not permitted to bring ANY hard or soft materials to the examination room.  
1. This examination is governed by Riara University, School of Law Examination Regulations.  Students who violate those regulations will be penalized.  Students have an obligation to report to the invigilator any incidences of academic dishonesty compromising the integrity of this examination. For purposes of the examination, all of you are class prefects.
1. It is in your best interest that you write legibly.
1. Marks will be earned for close interaction with the question, use of RELEVANT authorities, and critical analysis of issues. Marks may be lost for IRRELEVANCE 



QUESTION ONE (30 MARKS)
Karim is a public official who works for a state-run corporation. He recently filled out a declaration of wealth form indicating the assets that he holds. Among the assets which Karim listed were two parcels of land, one in Nairobi South C estate and the other in Machakos. Karim specified that both parcels of land are developed, with the one in South C consisting of a supermarket and the one in Machakos consisting of a 4-bedroom Bungalow. 
Karim also indicated that he owns two motor vehicles, a Mercedes ML 320 and a BMW x5. 
In addition, Karim owns 10,000 shares from the East African Breweries Company Limited. Karim also indicated that he receives royalties to the tune of Kshs. 40,000 annually from the sales of 5 books which he authored. 
You are a pupil attached to the human resources section of the corporation for which Karim works. The human resources manager has requested you to prepare a logical classification of the properties which Karim holds. 
Prepare the classification as requested explaining the different forms of property which arise in this case. 

QUESTION TWO (20 MARKS)
Wesley Hohfeld's fundamental legal conceptions of rights have occupied property theorists in their quest for explanations on attributes of property rights. 
a) What are the Hohfeldian jural correlatives and opposites? 		(10 Marks) 
b) From these correlatives and opposites, identify three (3) key attributes of property rights. 								(10 Marks)

QUESTION THREE (20 MARKS)
You have been hired to serve as a consultant to advise the team preparing for the 2027 elections on the role that the land question plays in elections in Kenya. 
Prepare a brief for presentation to the team discussing the following: 
i. The role that land played in the 2008 post-election violence.       	(6 Marks) 
ii.  Constitutional and policy reforms necessary for land reform that can remove the possibility of violent conflict over land. 				     (10 Marks)
iii. Practical strategies for using land to build national cohesion and ensure durable peace in Kenya. (4 Marks)



QUESTION FOUR (20 MARKS)
"The regulatory power of the state over property namely, Eminent Domain and Police Power, if rigorously applied, can secure the public trust over land in Kenya'. (Annon) 
(a) Do you agree with this statement? Give reasons drawn from your knowledge of property law. 								(12 Marks)
(b) What changes in your view are necessary to make Eminent Domain and Police Power effective in securing public trust over land? 				(8 Marks)

QUESTION FIVE (20 MARKS)
Malaika owns a home along Nairobi's Langata road. Owing to the construction and expansion of the road, she has received a notice indicating that her land is required by the state. 
Malaika does not understand what this notice means. She has come to you, a leading Property Law advocate, seeking an explanation as to what this notice means. 
Prepare the explanation as requested, highlighting what it means for the state to require Malaika's land and how the state may go about obtaining that land.
Page 1 of 3

image1.png
Riaral®

University




