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JANUARY-APRIL 2026 TRIMESTER
 
SCHOOL OF COMMUNICATION AND MULTIMEDIA JOURNALISM
 
EXAMINATION FOR DEGREE PROGRAMME
 
DAY PROGRAMME
 
RBCJ 7321: MASS COMMUNICATION RESEARCH I

DATE:	16TH APRIL 2026							TIME: 2 HOURS 

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS:
Students are NOT permitted to write on the examination paper during reading time.
This is a closed book examination. Text book/Reference books/notes are not permitted.
SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS 
1. Write your REGISTRATION NO. Clearly on the answer booklet(s). 
1. Answer Question One and ANY other TWO questions.
1. Questions in all sections should be answered in answer booklet(s) 
1. PLEASE start the answer to EACH question on a NEW PAGE.
1. For the questions, write the number of the question on the answer booklet(s) in the order you answered.
1. Write on both sides of each leaf and indicate number of each question at the top of each page.
1. Write the answers in a paragraph form unless stated otherwise. 
1. Marks allocated to each question are shown at the end of the question. 
1. All rough work must be done on the answer booklet and crossed through!
1. Use supplementary pages only when you have exhausted those in this book.
1. Fasten the supplementary pages to the inside back cover of this booklet.





QUESTION ONE (COMPULSORY - 20 MARKS)
A local media house has noticed a significant drop in radio listenership among Gen Z (ages 18–24) in urban areas, despite an increase in overall digital content consumption. You are tasked with conducting a research study to investigate this phenomenon.
a) Formulate a catchy and academically sound Research Topic for this study.
 									(3 Marks)
b) Draft a clear Problem Statement (approx. 150 words) that highlights the gap between current trends and existing media strategies.		 (7 Marks)
c) Develop three specific Research Objectives for this research. 	(3 Marks)
d) Translate the three Research Objectives in (iii) above into three corresponding Research Questions. 							(3 Marks)
e) State one Null Hypothesis and one Alternative Hypothesis for this study
(4 Marks)

[bookmark: _GoBack]QUESTION TWO (10 MARKS)
Consider the following research title: "The Impact of TikTok Infographics on Public Awareness of Climate Change among University Students."
a) Identify the Independent Variable and the Dependent Variable. 		(4 Marks)
b) Briefly explain how you would measure "Public Awareness" in a quantitative survey. 
(6 Marks)
QUESTION THREE (10 MARKS)
A student argues that since their research topic focuses on a brand-new AI tool, there is no existing literature to review. Drawing on your understanding of the research process, critique this claim by discussing five functions of a literature review that extend beyond locating studies on the same subject. 							        (10 Marks)
QUESTION FOUR (10 MARKS)
You want to investigate how female photojournalists experience digital harassment on social media platforms.
a) Choose between a Qualitative or Quantitative research design and justify why your choice is most appropriate for this specific topic. 		(5 Marks)
b) Propose a specific Methodology for this research 			(2 Marks)
c) Describe the primary tool you would use to collect data for this research. 
(3 Marks)
QUESTION FIVE (10 MARKS)
You plan to conduct an ethnographic study of the "Work Culture of Midnight News Crews" by shadowing them for two weeks.
a) Explain how you would ensure Informed Consent in a fast-paced newsroom environment. 									(5 Marks)
b) Analyse the most suitable Sampling Technique for reaching this specific, small group of professionals and justify your choice					(5 Marks)
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