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RIARA SCHOOL OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS & DIPLOMACY
NURTURING INNOVATORS
JANUARY-APRIL  2025 TRIMESTER 
FINAL EXAMINATION FOR DEGREE PROGRAM
RIR 114: ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY
	Date: 14TH APRIL 2025	Duration:  2 Hours

	


GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS: 
Students are NOT permitted to write on the examination paper during reading time. 
This is a closed book examination. Text book/Reference books/notes are not permitted. 
 SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS 
1. Write your REGISTRATION NO. Clearly on the answer booklet(s). 
1. Answer Question One and ANY other TWO questions.
1. Questions in all sections should be answered in answer booklet(s) 
1. PLEASE start the answer to EACH question on a NEW PAGE.
1. For the questions, write the number of the question on the answer booklet(s) in the order you answered.
1. Write on both sides of each leaf and indicate number of each question at the top of each page.
1. Write the answers in a paragraph form unless stated otherwise. 
1. Marks allocated to each question are shown at the end of the question. 
1. All rough work must be done on the answer booklet and crossed through!
1. Use supplementary pages only when you have exhausted those in this book
1. Fasten the supplementary pages to the inside back cover of this booklet



SECTION A: COMPULSORY (30 MARKS)

QUESTION ONE
 a) Define the following Terms:
i)	Environmental Sustainability                                         		(2 Marks)                                                                                                                 
ii)	Green House Effect                                                         		(2 Marks)

(iii)	The atmosphere can be polluted by industrial emission. These emissions can cause acid rain. Explain the formation and impacts of acid rain on the environment.             
                                                                                                    	(6 Marks)


 b) ‘The concept of sustainability has evolved along with our worries about the possible impact of our lifestyle on the environment. The various strategies strive to draw people’s attention to problems that development leads/brings about as it heavily depends on intensification of the industry/agriculture. The main reason why we should care about the issue is that for future generation, it is becoming harder to meet the basic needs as clean drinking water, food and clean air. The concept of sustainability has thus been changed from a more concentration on environmental problems towards comprehension of three different factors: social, economic and environmental.’ Anonymous Critically discuss the contents of the above statement basing your answer on the principles of sustainable development.                                      
(10 Marks)
c) “Biodiversity provides us with life sustaining services.” Justify the statement giving examples.                                                                          		(10 Marks)


SECTION B: CHOOSE TWO QUESTIONS FROM THIS SECTION (40 MARKS)

QUESTION TWO 
Environmental Management and Coordination Act has revolutionized environmental management in Kenya in several ways. Explain               	(20 Marks)

QUESTION THREE 
By the year 2030 countries in the world are supposed to have achieved the 17 SDGs. Do you think Kenya as a country will achieve the 17 goals by the year 2030? Support your Yes or No answers                        	(20 Marks)



QUESTION FOUR
a) Complete the table below. 
i. Fill in the first column of the table by inserting the name of the layer of the atmosphere that best fits the description.    	(5 Marks)
ii. Underline the correct word (decreases or increases) in the last column.
                                                                                           	(3 Marks)
	Layer of the
atmosphere
	Altitude above
Earth's surface
	Properties

	
	0 - 10 km
	Weather occurs in this layer. Temperature decreases / increases
with altitude.

	
	10 - 50 km
	Temperature decreases / increases with altitude, due to the absorption of
UV by the ozone layer.

	
	50 - 100 km
	Temperature decreases with altitude.

	
	85 - 500 km
	Temperature decreases / increases with altitude, due to absorption of solar
radiation.

	
	500 - 10,000 km
	Outermost layer of the atmosphere.



b) Discuss the relationship between environment and poverty	(12 Marks)

QUESTION FIVE 
“Development and Environment have long been considered to be contradictory”.
Discuss. 
                                                                                                            	(20 Marks)
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