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RIARA SCHOOL OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS & DIPLOMACY
NURTURING INNOVATORS
MAY-AUGUST  2026 TRIMESTER 
EXAMINATIONS FOR DIPLOMA OF ARTS IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS & DIPLOMACY
EVENING PROGRAMME
RDIR 6111: FOUNDATIONS OF RESEARCH METHODS IN SOCIAL SCIENCES. 

DATE: 8TH AUGUST 2026							TIME: 2 HOURS
		     
GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS: 
Students are NOT permitted to write on the examination paper during reading time. 
This is a closed book examination. Text book/Reference books/notes are not permitted. 
SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS: 
1 Write your REGISTRATION NO. Clearly on the answer booklet(s). 
2 Answer Question One and ANY other TWO questions.
3 Questions in all sections should be answered in answer booklet(s). 
4 Marks allocated to each question are shown at the end of the question. 
5 PLEASE start the answer to EACH question on a NEW PAGE. 
6 For the questions, write the number of the question on the answer booklet(s) in the order you answered them. 
7 Write your answers in paragraph form unless stated otherwise. 
8 Keep your phone(s) SWITCHED OFF at the front of the examination room. 

9 Keep ALL bags and caps at the front of the examination room and do not refer to any unauthorized material before or during the course of the examination. 
10 You are only allowed to leave the examination room 30minutes to the end of the Examination. 




SECTION A: COMPULSORY (20 Marks)
QUESTION ONE (20 Marks)

A regional development organization is concerned that many young people in East Africa remain unemployed despite numerous government and donor-funded youth empowerment programmes. The organization intends to conduct a study to understand the effectiveness of these programmes and recommend improvements.
a) Formulate:
i. A suitable research problem statement. (4 Marks)
ii. One general objective and three specific objectives. (4 Marks)
iii. Three research questions. (3 Marks)
b) Explain how a literature review would assist researchers in conducting this study. (4 Marks)
c) Recommend a suitable research design for the study and justify your choice. 	(5 Marks)

SECTION B: ANSWER ANY TWO QUESTIONS (30 MARKS)

QUESTION TWO (15 Marks)
A researcher intends to investigate the role of social media in promoting youth participation in peacebuilding initiatives in Kenya.
a) Recommend a suitable sampling technique and explain why it would be appropriate.
 (4 Marks)
b) Discuss four ethical issues the researcher should consider during the study	 (8 Marks)
c) State which research paradigm you would adopt in the study and Justify 	(3 Marks)

QUESTION THREE (15 Marks)
A peacebuilding organization has completed a study on youth participation in preventing election-related violence.
The study generated:
· 120 completed questionnaires 
· 10 key informant interviews 
· 2 focus group discussion reports 
a) Describe how the researcher would prepare and analyze the quantitative data.	 (4 Marks)
b) Explain how the researcher would prepare and analyze the qualitative data.	 (3 Marks)
c) Evaluate FOUR ways of presenting research findings in a final report.		 (8 Marks)

QUESTION FOUR (15 Marks)
A researcher intends to investigate factors influencing youth participation in county government development programmes.
a) [bookmark: _GoBack]Design four questionnaire items that could be used to collect data from youth participants. Clearly indicate the type of response expected for each item. 			(8 Marks)
b) Develop two interview guide questions that could be used when interviewing county government officials involved in youth development programmes. 		(4 Marks)
c) Explain how the researcher would ensure the validity and reliability of the research instruments. 									(3 Marks)

QUESTION FIVE (15 Marks)
A survey involving 20 university students found the following number of hours spent on social media per day:
2, 2, 3, 3, 3, 4, 4, 4, 4, 5, 5, 5, 5, 6, 6, 7, 7, 8, 8, 10
a) Determine:
i. Mode (1 Mark)
ii. Median (2 Marks)
iii. Range (2 Marks)
b) Interpret what the findings reveal about students’ social media usage patterns. (4 Marks)
c) Explain TWO limitations of measures of central tendency and dispersion when interpreting social science data. (4 Marks)
d) State how statistical software such as SPSS can assist researchers (2 Marks)
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