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GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS: 
Students are NOT permitted to write on the examination paper during reading time. 

This is a closed book examination. Text book/Reference books/notes are not permitted. 

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS
1. Write your REGISTRATION NO. Clearly on the answer booklet(s).
2.  Answer Question One and ANY other TWO questions.

3. Questions in all sections should be answered in answer booklet(s). 
4. PLEASE start the answer to EACH question on a NEW PAGE. 
5. For the questions, write the number of the question on the answer booklet(s) in the order you answered. 

6. Write on both sides of each leaf and indicate number of each question at the top of each page.
7. Write the answers in paragraph form unless stated otherwise. 

8. Marks allocated to each question are shown at the end of the question.
9. All rough work must be done on the answer booklet and crossed through! 

10. Use supplementary pages only when you have exhausted those in this booklet.
11. Fasten the supplementary pages to the inside back cover of this booklet
QUESTION ONE (COMPULSORY)

In 2005, a resource-rich African country fell into a brutal civil war after a fragile peace agreement between rival political factions collapsed. Ethnic tensions, control of valuable minerals, and external interference fueled the conflict. Thousands of civilians were displaced, and the humanitarian situation worsened as violence spread across the country. The United Nations was initially hesitant to intervene, fearing the failure of another traditional peacekeeping mission. However, regional powers, particularly the African Union, recognized the urgent need for intervention and launched a robust Peace Support Operation with the backing of the European Union. This operation deployed both military and civilian components to address not only security concerns but also the underlying political and economic drivers of the conflict. Although some areas saw immediate stabilization, other regions remained volatile, highlighting the complexity of addressing deeply rooted conflicts through PSOs.

a) What are Peace Support Operations (PSO), and what are their key components? Provide an overview of the main elements involved in PSOs.

b) How do PSO missions in conflict zones such as Somalia, Sierra Leone, the Democratic Republic of Congo, South Sudan, and Liberia differ from traditional United Nations peacekeeping missions? Discuss the specific operational and strategic differences between these approaches.

c) How do Peace Support Operations in these regions address the unique challenges posed by each conflict? Analyze the ways in which PSOs adapt to the particular political, social, and security issues in each of these conflict zones.

QUESTION TWO

In 2013, a small West African country, once known for its political stability, descended into chaos after a disputed election. Armed groups, fueled by ethnic tensions and external support, began clashing across the country, leading to widespread violence, displacement, and economic collapse. The United Nations Security Council was slow to act, given the veto of a permanent member with vested interests in the region. As the crisis worsened, the African Union stepped in, deploying a Peace Support Operation with backing from the European Union. The AU force helped broker a ceasefire and stabilize key regions, but faced challenges in addressing the root causes of the conflict. Over time, despite initial success, the operation struggled with funding, coordination, and local resistance, leading to a fragile peace.

a) How do regional organizations such as the African Union (AU) and the European Union (EU) contribute to Peace Support Operations (PSO)? Discuss the roles these organizations play in regional peacekeeping and stability efforts.

b) Can you provide examples of both successful and unsuccessful PSO missions led by the AU and EU? Analyze the key factors that influenced the outcomes of these missions.

QUESTION THREE

How have peacekeeping mandates evolved from Chapter VI to Chapter VII of the UN Charter? In what ways has this shift to more robust peacekeeping affected the success and challenges faced by Peace Support Operations?

QUESTION FOUR

a) How do Peace Support Operations address the root causes of conflict? 

b) Compare and Contrast the Peace Support Operations in any o of the following: 
i. Darfur and Liberia; 
ii. or Congo and Somalia
QUESTION FIVE

a) How do the interests of the permanent members of the UN Security Council (the P5) affect the creation of mandates, deployment decisions, and the overall conduct of PSO missions?

b) What are some of the major challenges faced by countries that contribute troops to Peace Support Operations? 
QUESTION SIX

a) What are the Success Stories of the African Union in Peace Support Operations?

b) How does gender play a role in Peace Support Operations? 

