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QUESTION ONE
Sudan Conflict: What Happens to Migrants Fleeing the Violence?
As the conflict in Sudan continues to devastate the country, thousands of refugees are seeking refuge in neighboring nations. Families and individuals are fleeing the violence, hoping to find safety in countries like Egypt, Chad, and South Sudan. Yet, many of these refugees face even greater challenges at the borders, as authorities push them back — a practice known as "pushbacks." What happens to these migrants, and are these actions in line with international law?

The situation at Sudan’s borders is rapidly worsening as the ongoing conflict deepens. Armed clashes between military factions and paramilitary forces have prompted a significant rise in the number of people fleeing Sudan. According to reports, Egyptian authorities have recently detained and turned away over 4,000 Sudanese migrants at the border, while Chad has denied entry to around 2,000 others. At the same time, South Sudan — another key refuge for Sudanese migrants — has also witnessed growing pushbacks.

With over 2 million people displaced within Sudan’s western region, many are now attempting to flee to neighboring countries, only to be met with hostility at the borders. The situation is becoming more dire with each passing day. International refugee laws, including the European Convention on Human Rights and the 1951 Refugee Convention, guarantee that those fleeing violence and persecution have the right to seek asylum. These laws make it clear that even if people cross borders illegally, they must be given the opportunity to apply for asylum.

In the case of Sudanese refugees, the forced pushbacks violate these protections. The principle of "non- refoulement," which prohibits sending refugees back to places where they may face harm, is central to refugee law. Many of those fleeing Sudan are escaping civil war, forced recruitment, and human rights violations, making their right to asylum even more urgent.

Countries Such as Egypt, Chad, and South Sudan have committed to international conventions that obligate them to protect refugees. By pushing Sudanese migrants back, they are not only breaking the law but also putting vulnerable people at risk of further harm.Many of those fleeing Sudan are women, children, and the elderly who are seeking safety from the brutal conflict. Aisha, a mother of two from Khartoum, shares her painful experience of being repeatedly pushed back at Egypt’s border. "We tried crossing many times," she says. "Each time, they turned us away, telling us to go back to Sudan where we face death. I don’t know what to do anymore. My children are scared."

Aisha’s story is all too common. Many migrants who have made it across borders are detained in overcrowded conditions, without any chance to apply for asylum. Some are left stranded in remote areas, vulnerable to exploitation, violence, and further hardship.In Chad, Sudanese refugees have reported being intercepted at the border, denied entry, and forced back into conflict zones where their safety is no longer guaranteed. These migrants endure harrowing conditions during their brief detentions, including lack of food, water, and medical care, before being sent back to Sudan.

Although Sudanese refugees are most affected, pushbacks are a global issue. Migrants fleeing Afghanistan, Syria, and other conflict zones have experienced similar treatment. In countries like Egypt, Libya, and Turkey, reports of pushbacks persist despite international laws that protect the rights of refugees.

In Bosnia and Croatia, for example, Afghan and Syrian migrants have described being pushed back without any chance to apply for asylum. These actions are reminiscent of the pushback practices seen at Europe’s borders, where human rights concerns have sparked outrage among international organizations.

Human rights organizations, including the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), have strongly condemned these pushbacks. Bill Frelick of Human Rights Watch stresses that returning Sudanese refugees without allowing them to seek asylum violates international law. "Pushbacks expose vulnerable individuals to further suffering. These practices are not only illegal but inhumane."

Legal experts insist that countries must honor their commitments under international law, allowing migrants to apply for asylum. The UNHCR has been vocal in urging Egypt, Chad, South Sudan, and other neighboring nations to respect the rights of refugees and ensure that those fleeing Sudan are not forced back into danger.

As the conflict in Sudan drags on, the number of people attempting to escape is only expected to rise. However, with neighboring countries tightening their borders, conditions for refugees are becoming increasingly dire. Human rights groups are calling for urgent action to stop pushbacks, provide access to asylum applications, and offer a safer environment for Sudanese refugees. The ongoing crisis in Sudan is a stark reminder of the global challenge of protecting refugees who flee from violence and persecution. Advocates argue that it is crucial for the international community to act now, both to end the conflict in Sudan and to ensure that displaced people can seek protection without the constant threat of being sent back into harm’s way.

Adopted From the SUDD Institute (January 2025).


QUESTION ONE
a) What are the Key Issues in Refugee Studies Raised in the Article in tandem with International Refugee Studies? (10 Marks)
b) The principle of "non-refoulement" under international refugee law is a critical one in Refugee Studies. How does it relate to the rights of refugees? (10 Marks).
c) Discuss the key differences between the 1951 Refugee Convention and the 1967 Protocol as well as the 1969 Organization of African Unity (OAU) Convention Governing the Specific Aspects of Refugee Problems in Africa adopted on September 10, 1969, in Addis Ababa. How do these documents collectively define the legal status of refugees?

QUESTION TWO
Discuss the concept of "safe third countries" and its implications for refugee protection under international law. How do these agreements affect the rights of asylum seekers? (20 Marks).

QUESTION THREE
Critically analyze the relationship between national sovereignty and international obligations to refugees. How do states balance their sovereignty with their international commitments to protect refugees? (20 Marks).

QUESTION FOUR
What are the main challenges faced by host countries in adhering to international refugee protection standards? Provide examples of how these challenges manifest in practice. (20 Marks).

QUESTION FIVE
Analyze the role of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) in global refugee protection. How effective is its mandate in ensuring the rights of refugees? (20 Marks).
QUESTION SIX
How do refugee laws in different regions such as Europe, Africa, and Asia) compare in terms of asylum procedures and protection standards? Provide a comparative analysis. (20 Marks).
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