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RIARA SCHOOL OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS & DIPLOMACY
NURTURING INNOVATORS
MAY/AUGUST 2025 TRIMESTER 
EXAMINATIONS FOR MASTER OF ARTS IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS & DIPLOMACY
MRIR 915: MANAGEMENT OF THE BLUE ECONOMY
DATE: AUGUST 2025					                                                         TIME: 2 HOURS

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS: 
Students are NOT permitted to write on the examination paper during reading time. 
This is a closed book examination. Text book/Reference books/notes are not permitted. 

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS 
1. Write your REGISTRATION NO. Clearly on the answer booklet(s). 
2. Answer Question One and ANY other TWO questions.
3. Questions in all sections should be answered in answer booklet(s) 
4. PLEASE start the answer to EACH question on a NEW PAGE.
5. For the questions, write the number of the question on the answer booklet(s) in the order you answered.
6. Write on both sides of each leaf and indicate number of each question at the top of each page.
7. Write the answers in a paragraph form unless stated otherwise. 
8. Marks allocated to each question are shown at the end of the question. 
9. All rough work must be done on the answer booklet and crossed through!
10. Use supplementary pages only when you have exhausted those in this book.
11. Fasten the supplementary pages to the inside back cover of this booklet.
INSTRUCTIONS:
Answer Question One and ANY other TWO questions. Sketch maps and diagrams should be used wherever they serve to illustrate an answer. Keep in mind that you will be evaluated not only on your knowledge of the relevant literature, but also on your ability to think independently and make a compelling argument. 


Question 1
“The Blue Economy is an interdisciplinary concept that is emerging as an alternative international relations paradigm. Some have argued that the theory of paradigm shift developed by Thomas Kuhn is capable of solving contemporary issues in international relations.” Using Kuhn’s Cycle, discuss the validity of this statement.

Question 2
The Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA) is the sine qua none of the Small Island Developing States (SIDS) and lesser developed countries (LDCs) in strengthening extra-regional cooperation. Elucidate on this assertion.



Question 3
Johan H. von Thunen did a remarkable job in his work on the Isolated States by theorizing centrality of locating economic activities within/against the factors of production such as market access and transport cost. However, this has been challenged by the notion of human cognition through mental mapping and subsequently by the conception of “local-global opportunism”. Draw the parallelism. 
Question 4
“The concept of ‘liminality’ as applied by Stephen Corcuff (2012) is very relevant to the studies of coastal geopolitics.” Assess the relevance of this assertion in the global balance of power. 

Question 5
“Landlockedness does not equate ‘landhopelessness’.” Using the provisions of the United Nations Conventions on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) of 1982, discuss the possibilities/impossibilities of achieving regional stability and development among the Landlocked Developing Countries (LLDCs) and the transit states.
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