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RIARA UNIVERSITY
FACULTY OF LAW
END OF JANUARY- APRIL SEMESTER EXAMINATIONS, 2025
RLB 320 INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS LAW
INSTRUCTIONS
1. This is the final examination in Proprietary Transactions in Land.  You will earn 70% of your final grade from this final examination and 30% from Continuous Assessment Assignments.
1. This examination has FIVE questions.  Answer ONLY THREE QUESTIONS. Question One is Compulsory. Select TWO more questions from the remaining four. 
1. This is a OPEN BOOK examination.  This means that you are not permitted to bring ANY hard or soft materials to the examination room.  
1. This examination is governed by Riara University, School of Law Examination Regulations.  Students who violate those regulations will be penalized.  Students have an obligation to report to the invigilator any incidences of academic dishonesty compromising the integrity of this examination. For purposes of the examination, all of you are class prefects.
1. It is in your best interest that you write legibly.
1. Marks will be earned for close interaction with the question, use of RELEVANT authorities, and critical analysis of issues. Marks may be lost for IRRELEVANCE 

QUESTION ONE (30 MARKS)
In July each year Tutho, a community found in the Southern part of Kenya, holds a traditional ceremony known as "Katogo". As part of the activities, the Council of Elders select 25 girls aged between 15 and 17 years to perform before their King. While performing they wear skirts made from reeds. The rest of their bodies are exposed. The King then selects the best performer to be his next wife. As of May 2019, he had 12 wives. End Katogo is a Rights Organization based on Turkana County. Over the years it has campaigned against this practice. According to the organization, this culture is "repugnant". "It must be eradicated forthwith. We are now living under a new Constitutional order". 
a) You are the Advocate of End Katogo. Your client requests you to prepare a petition for presentation to Parliament urging it to pass legislation outlawing Katogo for the reasons underlined above. Prepare a suitable Petition to present.	      (15 Marks)
b)  You are Counsel for the community. The Clerk to the National Assembly has forwarded to you the Petition by the community. Prepare a suitable response. 
(15 Marks)

QUESTION TWO (20 MARKS)
Many theories have influenced the development and evolution of human rights. These theories have also informed the development of domestic legal frameworks on human rights around the world. In what ways have these theories influenced Kenya's constitutional provisions on human rights?

QUESTION THREE (20 MARKS)
Bangaka is a state in East Africa with a population of about 40 million people. It has very progressive constitutional provisions that guarantee fundamental rights and freedoms. Bangaka is also a State Party to most United Nations and African union treaties on human rights. However, Bangaka's track record in enforcing human rights has recently come under sharp scrutiny from local and global human rights observers. This poor track record in enforcing its constitutional, international and regional obligations has been occasioned by emerging and novel experiences, such as the need to employ counter-terrorism measures following a spate of terrorism attacks; the increased use of technology that has significantly altered traditional social arrangements; and globalization that has contributed to the transformation of social and legal norms. 
The Justice Minister of Bangaka has now been called upon by the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) to provide an explanation as to the steps Bangaka will take to ensure that it enforces its human rights obligations effectively. The Minister has approached you a human rights expert, to assist with the preparation of a detailed report with the required explanations, for presentation at the next UNGA meeting. Prepare the report as requested, ensuring that you address the following issues: 
a) How emerging and novel factors impact on the enforcement of human rights 
(10 Marks) 
b) Steps that States take to ensure that human rights are still enforced despite these emerging and novel factors 						      (5 Marks)
c) Any assistance that the international community may provide to Bangaka to ensure the effective enforcement of human rights. 			(5 Marks)  

QUESTION FOUR (20 MARKS)
In November 2018, the National Government amended the Registration of Persons Act. This was via Statute Law (Miscellaneous Amendment) No. 18 of 2018. The effect of this amendment was to ensure that every person in the country obtains what has come to be commonly referred to as 'Huduma Namba'. In April 2019, the High Court of Kenya in Nubian Rights Forum and Others v. The AG and Others (Nyamweya, Ngugi and Korir, J.) issued interim orders prohibiting the Government from making this project compulsory as well as tying it to other basic needs. That said, the project continued to run. It is reported that some persons at risk of statelessness were registered. The United Nations has hired you to advise, it on the possible impact of the Huduma, Namba on lives and livelihoods of persons at risk of statelessness. Prepare your legal advisory.

QUESTION FIVE (20 MARKS)
A recent study on the voting pattern in Africa pointed out that most of the youth do not bother to vote. Most believe the political process is a waste of time. They contend that voting will not benefit them in any way. In order to stem this tide, the Law Society of Kenya has commissioned a project that will develop strategies that will see to it "that no youth is left behind in the voting process." 
You are part of a Working Group that has been charged with developing these strategies. Set out three practical initiatives you suggest the society takes to ensure the intended objective is met.

Page 3 of 3

image1.png
Riaraly

University




