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SCHOOL OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS & DIPLOMACY
NURTURING INNOVATORS
JAN – APRIL 2026 TRIMESTER 
EXAMINATIONS FOR DIPLOMA IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS & DIPLOMACY
RDIR 6221: FUNDAMENTALS OF POLITICAL SCIENCE

DATE:  13TH APRIL,2026				                                        TIME: 2 HOURS
GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS:
i. Students are NOT permitted to write on the examination paper during reading time.
ii. This is a closed book examination. Text book/Reference books/notes are not permitted.
SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS 
1. Write your REGISTRATION NO. Clearly on the answer booklet(s). 
2. Answer Question One and ANY other TWO questions.
3. Questions in all sections should be answered in answer booklet(s) 
4. PLEASE start the answer to EACH question on a NEW PAGE.
5. For the questions, write the number of the question on the answer booklet(s) in the order you answered.
6. Write on both sides of each leaf and indicate number of each question at the top of each page.
7. Write the answers in a paragraph form unless stated otherwise. 
8. Marks allocated to each question are shown at the end of the question. 
9. All rough work must be done on the answer booklet and crossed through!
10. Use supplementary pages only when you have exhausted those in this book.
11. Fasten the supplementary pages to the inside back cover of this booklet.. 
SECTION A: COMPULSORY (30 MARKS)
QUESTION ONE – CASE STUDY (30 MARKS)
Case Study: Elections, Governance and Political Participation
In Kenya, democratic elections are conducted regularly under the supervision of the Independent Electoral and Boundaries Commission (IEBC). Political parties campaign across the country, mobilizing voters based on party manifestos, ethnic alliances, and development promises.
Despite constitutional reforms and the expansion of democratic institutions under the 2010 Constitution, disputes over election results and voter turnout remain common.
Required:
a) Define political science and explain its importance in understanding governance. (6 Marks)
b) Explain the role of political parties in a democratic system. 			   (6 Marks)
c) Discuss how electoral systems influence election outcomes. 			   (8 Marks)
d) Distinguish between democratic and authoritarian systems using four key features. 
											   (10 Marks)
SECTION B: ANSWER ANY TWO QUESTIONS (10 MARKS EACH)
QUESTION TWO
Nationalism was central to the struggle for independence in many African countries. Using a specific African country as an example, analyze how nationalism contributed to the formation of the modern state and evaluate whether nationalism today promotes political unity or division.												(10 Marks)
QUESTION THREE
Political culture shapes how citizens relate to politics and government. Using a country of your choice, examine how political culture influences voter behaviour and levels of political participation. In your answer, assess whether political culture strengthens or weakens democracy.												(10 Marks)
QUESTION FOUR
Governments develop policies to address social and economic challenges. Using one recent public policy example from your country, analyze how political actors and institutions influenced the policy-making process and the final policy outcomes.
											(10 Marks)
QUESTION FIVE
[bookmark: _GoBack]Although colonial rule formally ended, external influence continues to affect many African states. Using relevant examples, assess how neo-colonialism influences economic independence and political decision-making in post-colonial Africa.					(10 Marks)
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