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RIARA SCHOOL OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS & DIPLOMACY
NURTURING INNOVATORS
MAY/AUGUST 2025 TRIMESTER 
EXAMINATIONS FOR MASTER OF ARTS IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS & DIPLOMACY
MRIR 913: INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW
DATE:AUGUST 2025					TIME: 2 HOURS

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS: 
Students are NOT permitted to write on the examination paper during reading time. 
This is a closed book examination. Text book/Reference books/notes are not permitted. 

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS
1. Write your REGISTRATION NO. Clearly on the answer booklet(s). 
2. Answer Question One and ANY other TWO questions.
3. Questions in all sections should be answered in answer booklet(s) 
4. PLEASE start the answer to EACH question on a NEW PAGE.
5. For the questions, write the number of the question on the answer booklet(s) in the order you answered.
6. Write on both sides of each leaf and indicate number of each question at the top of each page.
7. Write the answers in a paragraph form unless stated otherwise. 
8. Marks allocated to each question are shown at the end of the question. 
9. All rough work must be done on the answer booklet and crossed through!
10. Use supplementary pages only when you have exhausted those in this book.
11. Fasten the supplementary pages to the inside back cover of this booklet.

Question 1
Read the following excerpt and use it to answer the following question: 

Wangwana is No More
“What used to be an oasis of peace in a desert of turbulence is no more! The Wangwana you all knew is currently embroiled is violence, war, and utter destruction that has left it a pale shadow of what it used to be. How did it get here? You may ask. It didn’t take more than a group of disgruntled youths let by a few angry opposition politicians. Here is the story of Wangwana.

“Wangwana has been a stable multi-party democracy for the last sixty year since it got its independence from Maland. In the first few years after independence, it was ruled by Haki Kwa Wote (HWW). While the first part of HWW rule was marked by remarkable economic growth, the last part of HWW’s reign set the country on a downward spiral that has led to the current chaos. HWW was ousted by Haki Jamii led by Wangwana’s current president, Mtukufu Rais in an election 20 years ago. After Haki Jamii took over the leadership of the country, the government started concerted efforts at repressing every opposition. Most of the former cabinet ministers and leading civil service under HWW are either in exile or forcefully disappeared. In every electoral circle, Mtukufu Rais’ becomes even more insurmountable, while Haki Jamii’s popularity rating plunges with every election. There are spies everywhere and no one dares to speak up. 

“Four months ago, Wangwana had presidential elections. While there were more than ten presidential candidates, it was a two-horse race between Haki Jamii’s Mtukufu Rais and HWW’s Simba Mwerevu. Wangwana’s electoral body controlled by Rais’ appointees declared that Haki Jamii’s Rais had won by garnering 73% of the votes, HWW’s Mwerevu had garnered 21% of the votes and rest shared the rest of the votes. During the same elections, the declared results show that in the parliamentary elections, HWW had won 57% of the seats, Haki Jamii, had a paltry 36% and the rest shared the balance. Following the declaration of Rais’ win, violent demonstrations erupted spontaneously throughout major cities of Wangwana. Leaders of HWW participated in these demonstrations. Rais’ ordered members of the police to crack down on the protesters. The violence that followed ended up claiming 3235 demonstrators and 347 security personnel. 

“What followed was incessant bouts of violence that targeted police stations and security personnel. Many police stations were attacked, burnt down and the armory raided. Most of the HWW leadership including Simba Mwerevu were rounded up and detained. The HWW youth wing leader, Leo Watatujua released a statement declaring, “End of peace as you know it until we overthrow the illegal government of Haki Jamii.” Seeing that the police was overwhelmed, Rais called in the military to help break up the demonstrations. HWW youth wing started organizing themselves into gangs which targeted security personnel and establishments. The police and military began a campaign to smoke all the elements of the HWW youth wingers from Nyoro, the capital city. When the manhunt became unbearable, Leo Watatujua and a few youth wingers moved their base to the neighboring Mwambao from where they have conducting surprise attacks throughout Wangwana. The latest new from Mwambao is that many people have crossed the porous border and joined Leo Watatujua’s band now calling themselves Wangwana Freedom Fighters. Further reports suggest that Mwambao’s government is sympathetic to Wangwana Freedom Fighters’ course. That Mwambao’s government has since provided camping sites, training grounds, financial support and military advisors. Some of Mwambao military advisors have been captured in Wangwana during some of Wangwana Freedom Fighters’ raids.

“Every day there is a tale of death and destruction. An ominous cloud hangs over Wangwana. Unless the parties choose the path of peace, it will be long until the sound of once again heard in Wangwana.”

· Msema Kweli, Mwambao Times, March 15, 2021. 
· 
Qualify the situation in Wangwana highlighting the laws applicable at every stage of the situation.

20 Marks

Question 2
International Criminal Tribunals have contributed immensely to the development and enforcement of International Humanitarian Law. Discuss focusing on the legacies of International Criminal Tribunal for former Yugoslavia (ICTY) and International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR). 
15 Marks.

Question 3
Give a detailed account of International Humanitarian Law rules on conduct of hostilities. 
15 Marks
Question 4
“It is one thing to have the law. It is another to implement it. Just like happen within states, politics plays a very crucial role on whether any piece of international law is implemented or not. This reality has also confronted the implementation of IHL globally.” 		Anonymous.
Discuss.
15 Marks.

Question 5
What are the contemporary challenges of to International Humanitarian Law? What can international community do overcome these challenges?15 Marks.
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