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RIARA LAW SCHOOL
UNIVERSITY EXAMINATION FOR BACHELOR OF LAWS (LLB) DEGREE
AND
PRE-KENYA SCHOOL OF LAW CORE COURSES COMPLIANCE PROGRAMME
JANUARY – APRIL 2026
 RBLS7366: CHILDREN AND THE LAW
INSTRUCTOR: MS. JULIET N GACHANJA

INSTRUCTIONS
1. This is the final examination in Education Law and Policy. You will earn 70% of your final grade from this final examination and 30% from Continuous Assessment Assignments.
2. This examination has FOUR questions.  Please answer QUESTION ONE AND ANY TWO QUESTIONS
3. This examination has 2 pages, including this one.
4. Time allocated for this examination is TWO (2) hours.  You must stop writing when time is called.
5. Please sign the roll sheet when you turn in your answer sheet.  If you fail to sign the roll sheet, we shall have no way of establishing that you sat for this examination and your marks will not be reported.
6. This is a CLOSED BOOK examination.  This means you are not permitted to bring ANY hard or soft materials to the examination room. You are also not allowed to access materials stored in computers, electronic gadgets or the internet.  You should not bring to the examination room any of the following: cell phones, tablets, computers, statutes, notes, outlines, or books.  Neither should you bring to the examination room books or materials unrelated to this course.  If you need to have medicine or food items with you, please let the invigilator know before the examination begins.
7. This examination is governed by Riara University Academic Honesty Regulations.  Students who violate those regulations will be penalized.  Students have an obligation to report to the invigilator any incidences of academic dishonesty compromising the integrity of this examination.




QUESTION ONE (30 MARKS)
A group of schoolchildren, boys and girls, ranging in age from 10 to 14 years old, live in a rural area in a poor, underdeveloped county in Kenya and allege that they cannot go to school for different reasons. Some parents do not have the money to send their children to school, which levies a moderate fee of Ksh. 1000 per annum to supplement teacher salaries as teachers do not want to work in rural areas. They can either not pay this school fee or cannot afford the transport to the school. The government has introduced a small social cash transfer scheme for the poorest families in the country; however if a family is found eligible, the only way to receive the money is to travel to the cities closest to them, as no alternative mechanisms for distribution of this social cash transfer exist or have been devised. The school itself is housed in a dilapidated building, erected during colonial times. Girls have no access to sanitary towels and because the school has no bathroom for boys and girls separately, girls cannot attend school on the days that they are menstruating.  Due to the mentioned lack of funds for transport, both boys and girls have to walk from their village to their school in the nearby village. Girls are very vulnerable to sexual assault along the way. The community has been arguing for some years that their village needs a school of its own, as there are more than 200 children of school-going age. Government has refused, saying it needs to prioritize other spending such as establishing foreign affairs missions in more countries.
a) Elaborate on the potential violations of the four general principles of the Convention on the rights of the child 						(20 marks)
b) Elaborate 5 key differences between the African Charter on the rights and the welfare of the child (ACRWC) and the Convention on the rights of the child (10 marks)


QUESTION TWO (20 MARKS)
a) Using at least two case law examples, elaborate how the African Committee of Experts on the rights and the welfare of the child, has enforced various rights of the child as enshrined within the Charter. 						(10 marks)
b) You are a renowned family lawyer in the city. A Kenyan lady married to a Dutch man who is a resident in Kenya, walks into your office and inform you of their difficult journey to becoming parents. They say they have tried everything to have children, but nothing has worked. However, they felt there was some ray of hope when they discovered that the Children Act, 2022, provides several options of adoptions that could apply to them. Critically evaluate the different forms of adoption provided under the Children Act, 2022, and determine the most appropriate adoption pathway for the couple. 								(10 marks)





[bookmark: _GoBack]QUESTION THREE (20 MARKS)
Tito, a 15 year old boy from a poor family, spent his days working at a video/gaming station in Nakuru town, as his guardians could not afford his school fees. He  stopped going to school after he finished class 8.  On the fateful day, he was picked up by the police during a raid of the video dens sanctioned by the county government. Upon arrest they confiscated his phone and some little money that he had. At the police station he was detained together with adults. Tito was arraigned at the Criminal Magistrate’s Court in open court and charged with being in possession and distribution of obscene materials contrary to the Sexual offences act, depicting a naked girl which was found on his phone. During the hearing, Tito who was unrepresented informed the court that the girl in the picture was his girlfriend and that she sent him the photo. The media houses found this case to be so interesting and reported about the case on the newspapers mentioning the name of Tito and his girlfriend. It is after reading this newspaper report that Tito’s guardians learnt that he had been arrested and for almost a week he had been sleeping at the police station. 
Tito’s guardians rush to the police station and find you, a prolific child rights advocate at the child protection unit. They seek representation of their child whom they believe is innocent and if anything should not go through the court process. 
a) Explain to his guardians whether Tito’s rights have been violated based on international and domestic laws.  					(10 marks)
b) Discuss with his guardians, the court process, the various stances that the court would take, if he is found culpable and what would be your advice for alternatives to sentencing based on the Constitution of Kenya, Children Act, 2022 international laws and principles on child justice. 					(10 marks)
	

QUESTION FOUR (20 MARKS)
The Children Act 2022, is said to be revolutionary for the protection of children in Kenya. Elaborate using five factors that make the new law revolutionary. 		(20 marks)
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