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JANUARY-APRIL 2026 TRIMESTER

SCHOOL OF COMMUNICATION AND MULTIMEDIA JOURNALISM

EXAMINATION FOR DEGREE PROGRAMME

DAY PROGRAMME

RBCJ 7111: ONLINE RESEARCH AND WRITING

DATE:	17TH APRIL 2026						TIME: 2 HOURS 

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS: 
Students are NOT permitted to write on the examination paper during reading time. 
This is a closed book examination. Text book/Reference books/notes are not permitted. 
SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS 
1. Write your REGISTRATION NO. Clearly on the answer booklet(s). 
1. Answer Question One and ANY other TWO questions.
1. Questions in all sections should be answered in answer booklet(s) 
1. PLEASE start the answer to EACH question on a NEW PAGE.
1. For the questions, write the number of the question on the answer booklet(s) in the order you answered.
1. Write on both sides of each leaf and indicate number of each question at the top of each page.
1. Write the answers in a paragraph form unless stated otherwise. 
1. Marks allocated to each question are shown at the end of the question. 
1. All rough work must be done on the answer booklet and crossed through!
1. Use supplementary pages only when you have exhausted those in this book
1. Fasten the supplementary pages to the inside back cover of this booklet


[bookmark: _GoBack]QUESTION ONE: COMPULSORY [20marks]

a) Headlines determine the readership of an article. Discuss? 		(10 marks)

b) What are the FIVE merits of short headlines in online journalism? (5 marks)


c) What are the merits of online journalism? 				(5marks)

QUESTION TWO
a) Define the term digital natives 					(3 marks)

b) “Digital technology is changing journalism, with a pronounced effect on digital natives. Give at least six relevant examples to contextualise this statement. 

(12 marks)
QUESTION THREE
a) “Research remains a key element in online copywriting. It also holds a lot of importance in a reporter’s quest for quality copies.” With examples, expound the significance of this statement 						(10 marks).

b) How is writing for online different from newspaper writing and reporting? (5 marks)
QUESTION FOUR
a) Sub-editors and editors are the gatekeepers – they ensure that online copies are of good quality and meet the house style. Discuss 			(10 marks).
b) Citing relevant examples, explain the importance of keywords in an online copy 
(5 marks).
QUESTION FIVE
a) You have been hired as an online editor of one of the leading online news publications in Kenya. Highlight in detail the five strategies you would use to increase readership. 								(10 marks)

b) Hyperlinks are key elements in online journalism. List their significance in online journalism. 								(5 marks)
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