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DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNICATION AND MULTIMEDIA JOURNALISM
NURTURING INNOVATORS
JANUARY-APRIL 2024 TRIMESTER 
EXAMINATION FOR DIPLOMA IN COMMUNICATION AND MULTIMEDIA JOURNALISM
DAY PROGRAMME
RJN 036: ONLINE JOURNALISM
DATE: 12TH APRIL 2024							 TIME: 2 HOURS
GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS:
i. Students are NOT permitted to write on the examination paper during reading time.
ii. This is a closed book examination. Text book/Reference books/notes are not permitted.
SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS 
1. Write your REGISTRATION NO. Clearly on the answer booklet(s). 
2. Answer Question One and ANY other TWO questions.
3. Questions in all sections should be answered in answer booklet(s) 
4. PLEASE start the answer to EACH question on a NEW PAGE.
5. For the questions, write the number of the question on the answer booklet(s) in the order you answered.
6. Write on both sides of each leaf and indicate number of each question at the top of each page.
7. Write the answers in a paragraph form unless stated otherwise. 
8. Marks allocated to each question are shown at the end of the question. 
9. All rough work must be done on the answer booklet and crossed through!
10. Use supplementary pages only when you have exhausted those in this book.
11. Fasten the supplementary pages to the inside back cover of this booklet
[bookmark: _GoBack]PART A COMPULSORY 
QUESTION ONE
 As the lead political reporter on your online publication, you have been sent to Parliament to cover the state-of-the-nation address by the President. During the session, everything seems to run smoothly, until a section of the opposition lawmakers begin heckling the President. One of them goes ahead to throw his shoe at the Head of State and all hell breaks loose as the chamber is converted into a battlefield.  Write a tight 250–300-word splash news report for your publication. The report should entail:
i. A punchy headline that will capture the attention of your reader. It should communicate yet leave the reader gasping for more 					(5 marks)
ii. A captivating kicker which must not be less than 15 words but not more than 30 words. It should play the role of linking the headline and the body of the story 	(5 marks)
iii. Relevant subtitles – which should not be less than two and not more than three. Each should sum the respective underlying content 				(5 marks)
iv. Solid body – should be seamless in flow, rich in quotations, and give a good chronology of events 									(10 marks)
v. Colour – give a vivid account of how the proceedings went in Parliament 	(5 marks)

PART B ANSWER ANY TWO QUESTIONS
QUESTION TWO
a) Define online journalism 							(3 marks)
b) Explain SIX merits of online journalism 					(12 marks)

QUESTION THREE
In online journalism, headlines are the gateway to the article. Discuss this statement putting into perspective the role it plays in an article’s readership 				(15 marks)

QUESTION FOUR
a) Explaining the meaning of the term hyperlink? 				(2 marks)
b) Hyperlinks play a vital role in online journalism. Discuss its SIX merits to the reader and to an online publication 							(13 marks)

QUESTION FIVE
a) Online publications are in a cut-throat competition as they fight for eyeballs. As a newly hired editor for an online publication, highlight the FIVE measures and strategies you will take to ensure that your publication constantly churns out viral content (5 marks)
b) ‘Digital technology is changing journalism’. Discuss this statement in relation to the happenings in the global media landscape 					(10 marks)
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