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     TIME: 2 HOURS
GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS: 
Students are NOT permitted to write on the examination paper during reading time. 

This is a closed book examination. Text book/Reference books/notes are not permitted. 

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS:
1 Write your REGISTRATION NO. Clearly on the answer booklet(s).
2 Answer Question ONE and ANY other TWO questions.

3 Questions in all sections should be answered in answer booklet(s). 
4 Marks allocated to each question are shown at the end of the question. 
5 PLEASE start the answer to EACH question on a NEW PAGE. 
6 For the questions, write the number of the question on the answer booklet(s) in the order you answered them. 
7 Write your answers in paragraph form unless stated otherwise. 
8 Keep your phone(s) SWITCHED OFF at the front of the examination room. 

9 Keep ALL bags and caps at the front of the examination room and do not refer to any unauthorized material before or during the course of the examination. 
10 You are only allowed to leave the examination room 30minutes to the end of the Examination. 
SECTION A: (COMPULSORY 30 MARKS)
QUESTION ONE

a) Explain the FOUR traditional approaches to the study of Comparative Politics 
(10 Marks).
b) Identify and describe the FIVE elements of the state 


(5 Marks).
c) Evaluate the argument that the state HAS IRREVOCABLY LOST ITS SOVEREIGNTY since 1648 Treaty of Westphalia 





(7 Marks)
d) Discuss the MAJOR TENETS of behaviouralism as a modern approach to the study of Comparative Politics 






(8 Marks).
SECTION B (ANSWER ANY TWO QUESTIONS - 40 MARKS)

QUESTION TWO (20 Marks)
a) Compare and Contrast Modernization and Marxist approaches to Comparative Politics 
(10 Marks).
b) If you were the Registrar of Political Parties in Kenya; diagnose the ‘Problem’ with Kenya’s political parties 






(10 Marks).
QUESTION THREE (20 Marks)
a) Explain the MAJOR WEAKNESSES of the Rational Actor Model of decision making 
(10 Marks).
b) Discuss Rostow’s Stages of economic growth 



(10 Marks).
QUESTION FOUR (20 Marks)
a) Does culture matter in political organization and behavior? Discuss this statement with reference to the works of Gabbriel Almond and Sydney Verba 

(10 Marks).
b) Explain the FOUR classifications of political culture as underscored by Gabriel Almond and Sydney Verba 







(10 Marks).
QUESTION FIVE (20 Marks)
a) With reference to Interest groups, differentiate between POTENTIAL GROUP and an ACTUAL GROUP, and determine how the free-rider problem applies 
(6 Marks).
b) Analyze the appropriate role of interest groups within a democratic environment 
(6 Marks).
c) Citing relevant examples, clearly distinguish interest groups from political parties 
(8 Marks).

