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Nurturing innovators
RIARA SCHOOL OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS & DIPLOMACY

MAY - AUGUST 2025 TRIMESTER
EXAMINATIONS FOR BACHELOR OF ARTS IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS & DIPLOMACY
DAY PROGRAMME
RIR 402: DIPLOMATIC PROTOCOL, ETIQUETTE, CEREMONIES

DATE:  7TH AUGUST 2025							          TIME: 2 HOURS

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS: 
i. Students are NOT permitted to write on the examination paper during reading time. 
ii. This is a closed book examination. Text book/Reference books/notes are not permitted. 
SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS 
1. Write your REGISTRATION NO. Clearly on the answer booklet(s). 
1. Answer Question ONE and ANY other TWO questions.
1. Questions in all sections should be answered in answer booklet(s) 
1. PLEASE start the answer to EACH question on a NEW PAGE.
1. For the questions, write the number of the question on the answer booklet(s) in the order you answered.
1. Write on both sides of each leaf and indicate number of each question at the top of each page.
1. Write the answers in a paragraph form unless stated otherwise. 
1. Marks allocated to each question are shown at the end of the question. 
1. All rough work must be done on the answer booklet and crossed through!
1. Use supplementary pages only when you have exhausted those in this book
1. Fasten the supplementary pages to the inside back cover of this booklet

[bookmark: _Hlk107400086][bookmark: _Hlk107400111]SECTION A: (COMPULSORY) (30 MARKS)
QUESTION ONE
a) [bookmark: _Hlk149639066]Diplomatic ceremonies are guided by the rules of Protocol, Precedence and Etiquette. Differentiate the three terminologies as applied in the practice of diplomacy in International Relations.										(10 Marks)
b) [bookmark: _Hlk149639115]Discuss the key tenets of the League of Arab States Covenant (1945) highlighting the importance of the covenant in the practice of the present-day diplomacy.	 (10 Marks)
c) [bookmark: _Hlk149641563]The Vienna Convention (1961-1963) on consular relations represented a new step towards the enhancement of international relations in the consular field. Explain the principles set out by the convention in shaping the present-day diplomatic relations.    		(10 Marks)

SECTION B: ANSWER ANY TWO QUESTIONS (40 MARKS)

QUESTION TWO
a) The success of diplomatic relations is highly dependent on the competency of protocol officers. Explain any five characteristics that a successful protocol officer should possess.
(10 Marks)
     									
b) Describe the flag etiquette observed to display multiple flags in international events and ceremonies attended by different heads of states and nations.			(4 Marks)

c) Identify 3 key aspects that are important to mention when doing a self-introduction in a business meeting that will help a diplomat make an appropriate impression.	(6 Marks)
			
QUESTION THREE
a) Highlight three etiquettes of honor that are observed when singing a country’s National anthem during a VIP attended ceremony 						(6 Marks)
b) Demonstrate how cultural differences influence diplomatic interactions and negotiations in Western and non-Western cultures.
(4 Marks)
c) Appraise the importance of maintaining eye contact in a business meeting engagement.	
(10 Marks)	




QUESTION FOUR
a) To ensure a successful event, distinguish 5 important elements that are important to include in an invitation card to a VIP ceremony.																(10 Marks)
b) Analyze the challenges associated with organizing and managing VIP attended ceremonies.									(5 Marks)
c)	Examine important factors to consider when laying out your event vision and the importance of making the considerations. 				           (5 Marks)

QUESTION FIVE
a)	Explain 5 significant dress code guidelines for women attending diplomatic ceremonies.											(10 Marks)
b)	Outline any 5 practices honor in contemporary diplomatic protocol that are accorded to the visiting head of state on official state visit.				 												(10 Marks)	
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