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SCHOOL OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS & DIPLOMACY
NURTURING INNOVATORS
JANUARY – APRIL 2026 TRIMESTER
EXAMINATIONS FOR BACHELOR IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS & DIPLOMACY
RBIR 7225 — REGIONAL ORGANISATIONS AND INTEGRATION

DATE: 17TH APRIL 2026                                                                           TIME: 2 HOURS 
GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS
i. Students are NOT permitted to write on the examination paper during reading time.
ii. This is a closed book examination. Text book/Reference books/notes are not permitted.
SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS
1. Write your NAME and REGISTRATION NO. Clearly on the answer booklet(s).
2. Answer all questions in Section A and any three questions in Section B.
3. Questions in all sections should be answered in answer booklet(s)
4. PLEASE start the answer to EACH question on a NEW PAGE.
5. For the questions, write the number of the question on the answer booklet(s) in the order
you answered.
6. Write on both sides of each leaf and indicate number of each question at the top of each
page.
7. Write the answers in a paragraph form unless stated otherwise.
8. Marks allocated to each question are shown at the end of the question.
9. All rough work must be done on the answer booklet and crossed through!
10. Use supplementary pages only when you have exhausted those in this book.
11. Fasten the supplementary pages to the inside back cover of this booklet.
SECTION A: ANSWER ALL QUESTIONS IN THIS SECTION (15 MARKS)
QUESTION ONE
You are assisting an AU commissioner preparing for a summit. She asks you to explain the AU’s role in continental integration. Briefly outline two key functions of the AU in promoting integration? 								(3 marks)
QUESTION TWO
At a workshop on regional integration, a participant asks whether RECs such as ECOWAS, SADC, and EAC are building blocks or stumbling blocks for continental integration. Provide one argument for each perspective? 					(3 marks)
QUESTION THREE
You are advising a parliamentary committee on Africa’s political integration. Identify TWO major challenges and explain their impact? 					(3 marks)
QUESTION FOUR
During a trade forum, a minister asks you to highlight how AfCFTA can transform Africa’s economy. State TWO opportunities AfCFTA presents for economic transformation? 
(3 marks)
QUESTION FIVE
You are briefing graduate students on comparative regionalism. Identify ONE strength of the EU model and ONE feature of ASEAN’s flexible regionalism? 		(3 marks)

SECTION B: ANSWER ANY THREE QUESTIONS (45 marks)
QUESTION SIX
You are advising the AU on migration policy. Rising intra-African migration has created both opportunities and tensions.
a) Define regional mobility and explain one benefit it brings? 		(5 marks)
b) Identify two challenges African states face in managing migration? 	(5 marks)
c) Suggest one policy measure the AU could adopt to balance mobility with sovereignty? 								(5 marks)

QUESTION SEVEN
A new East African digital bloc is being proposed to harmonize e-commerce and data governance.
a) Explain the concept of digital regionalism? 				(5 marks)
b) Discuss two advantages of digital integration for African economies? 	(5 marks)
c) Identify one risk or limitation of digital regionalism? 			(5 marks)
QUESTION EIGHT
You are preparing a comparative briefing for policymakers.
a) Summarize one key achievement of ECOWAS in security cooperation? (5 marks)
b) Summarize one key achievement of SADC in economic cooperation? (5 marks)
c) Explain how these achievements illustrate the diversity of African integration models? 									(5 marks)
QUESTION NINE
African regionalism is evolving in response to demographic change, digital transformation, geopolitical competition, and the implementation of the African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA). Critically evaluate the major drivers shaping the future of regional integration in Africa, analyse the institutional and political constraints that may hinder deeper integration, and discuss the strategic reforms required to strengthen the AU’s capacity to lead continent‑wide integration efforts?
(15 marks)
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