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RIARA SCHOOL OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS & DIPLOMACY
NURTURING INNOVATORS
SEPTEMBER –DECEMBER 2021 TRIMESTER 
EXAMINATIONS FOR DIPLOMA OF ARTS IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS & DIPLOMACY
DAY PROGRAMME
UNIT CODE: RIR 054 
UNIT TITLE: FUNDAMENTALS OF INTERNATIONAL LAW
DATE: 3RD DECEMBER 2021							     TIME: 2 HOURS

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS: 
Students are NOT permitted to write on the examination paper during reading time. 
This is a closed book examination. Text book/Reference books/notes are not permitted. 

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS: 
1 Write your REGISTRATION NO. Clearly on the answer booklet(s). 
2 Answer Question One and ANY other TWO questions.
3 Questions in all sections should be answered in answer booklet(s). 
4 Marks allocated to each question are shown at the end of the question. 
5 PLEASE start the answer to EACH question on a NEW PAGE. 
6 For the questions, write the number of the question on the answer booklet(s) in the order you answered them. 
7 Write your answers in paragraph form unless stated otherwise. 
8 Keep your phone(s) SWITCHED OFF at the front of the examination room. 

9 Keep ALL bags and caps at the front of the examination room and do not refer to any unauthorized material before or during the course of the examination. 
10 You are only allowed to leave the examination room 30minutes to the end of the Examination. 


[bookmark: _GoBack]SECTION A: QUESTION ONE COMPULSORY (30 MARKS)
QUESTION ONE
Mr. John Doe, a citizen of both Canada and Syria, claims that in 2002 he was detained at Kennedy International Airport in New York by United States authorities while on his way home to Toronto, Canada after a family vacation abroad.  Mr. Doe alleges that the US authorities then flew him to Syria and handed him over to Syrian authorities, who tortured him for one year in order to extricate information about his alleged links to an Al Qaeda sleeper cell in Canada.  John Doe was released by Syrian authorities after one year because they concluded he had no link to Al Qaeda.  John Doe states that he repeatedly begged US authorities not to send him to Syria because he would be tortured or killed there.
a) With respect to these set of facts, John Doe approaches you as an expert to advise him on the various principles of jurisdiction under international law so that he can decide whether or not he has any legal recourse against the governments of United States or Syria. 										(20 marks)
b) Discuss the concept of state jurisdiction and there after discuss the types of state jurisdiction. 									(10 marks)

SECTION B: ANSWER ANY TWO QUESTIONS (40 MARKS)

QUESTION TWO
Bae has been skimming through your school books and she comes across the words, ‘the concept international legal personality’ in one of the pages of your notebook. She therefore asks you to explain to her using various examples under international law what those words mean. Of course, you do not want to disappoint her. Discuss. 						(20 marks) 

QUESTION THREE
On October 12th, 2021, the International Court of Justice (ICJ) delivered their judgment on the Kenya Somalia maritime dispute. While Somalia has been jubilant of its “victory”, Kenya has disparaged the decision and questioned the court’s impartiality and jurisdiction. It has also accused the court of being compromised. Kenya has also threatened to withdraw from the Statute of the International Court of Justice all together.
Now, you have been tasked to advice the government of Kenya on some of the recognized reasons under the Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties on how states may withdraw from international treaties 									(20 marks)
QUESTION FOUR
In 1991, Somaliland unilaterally declared her independence from Somalia. So far only Kenya and Taiwan have forged strong links with Somaliland. In September 2021, Kenya went ahead and set up a Liaison office in Hargeisa (capital city of Somaliland). A diplomatic row has since emerged between Kenya and Somalia. Somalia is arguing that Somaliland is part of its territory and no country is allowed to have bilateral relations with Hargeisa without Mogadishu’s permission. On the other hand, the African Union has always maintained that Somaliland’s recognition must first come through Somalia before other African countries can follow.
You have thus been tasked to explain to the African Union the concept of recognition under international law while carefully explaining why and how recognition is granted 	(20 marks)
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