[bookmark: _GoBack][image: RU LOGO PNG]
DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNICATION AND MULTIMEDIA JOURNALISM
NURTURING INNOVATORS
JANUARY –APRIL 2025 TRIMESTER 
EXAMINATION FOR BACHELOR OF COMMUNICATION AND MULTIMEDIA JOURNALISM
DAY PROGRAMME
RJN 122: NEWS REPORTING AND WRITING 1

DATE: 14TH APRIL 2025							 TIME: 2 HOURS    
GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS: 
Students are NOT permitted to write on the examination paper during reading time. 
This is a closed book examination. Text book/Reference books/notes are not permitted. 
 SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS 
1. Write your REGISTRATION NO. Clearly on the answer booklet(s). 
2. Answer Question One and ANY other TWO questions.
3. Questions in all sections should be answered in answer booklet(s) 
4. PLEASE start the answer to EACH question on a NEW PAGE.
5. For the questions, write the number of the question on the answer booklet(s) in the order you answered.
6. Write on both sides of each leaf and indicate number of each question at the top of each page.
7. Write the answers in a paragraph form unless stated otherwise. 
8. Marks allocated to each question are shown at the end of the question. 
9. All rough work must be done on the answer booklet and crossed through!
10. Use supplementary pages only when you have exhausted those in this book
11. Fasten the supplementary pages to the inside back cover of this booklet
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ANSWER QUESTION ONE AND TWO OTHER QUESTIONS
QUESTION ONE
a) Develop a news story from the points given below. The news story should be complete with all the different elements and following all the principles of news writing. 
(10 marks)
 Muranga North Traffic Base Commander, Mr Kennedy Muthamia confirmed incident saying two female passengers died on the spot. Third victim, male, died on his way to hospital. 
· Quote 1: “the majority of passengers, especially those who were in the Nakonns Sacco matatu, were seriously injured. And we are still following up to establish their condition after they were taken to hospital” - Mr Kennedy Muthamia
· Quote 2: “The Muranga shuttle matatu was heading to Nairobi. The driver of the Nakonns Sacco Matatu was unable to negotiate a bend on the road due to speeding and hit the Muranga Shuttle matatu. The Nakonns matatu driver lost control, and the vehicle plunged into the River Maragua” - Mr Kennedy Muthamia
· Quote 3: “Hii tu ni overspeeding!”  Mr. Jefferson Kimani – Boda Boda operator
· Quote 4: “Woi! My life was almost over. If only the driver had listened to us telling him to drive slowly. He was too fast!” – Ms Alice Njeri - Survivor 
· Two matatus involved
· Injured taken to Muranga Level 5 Hospital
· 6.20 am, January 6th 
 Road accident on Muranga- Nairobi Road

b) Explain the following concepts as used in newswriting;         		(10 marks)
i. Descriptive lead
ii. Beat reporting
iii. Gatekeeping
iv. News angle
v. Copy

QUESTION TWO
Describe the steps involved in preparing, planning and conducting a successful interview with a news source.              									(20 marks)


QUESTION THREE
a) Explain why accuracy is crucial in newswriting.          			 (5 marks)
b) Controversial bloggers have become better muckrakers than mainstream investigate journalists and over the years have gained a readership that mainstream media can only dream of. What are the reasons for their popularity, even when they are sometimes wrong, biased and unprofessional?							(15 marks)

QUESTION FOUR
Using examples, describe at least FIVE characteristics to consider when deciding on the newsworthiness of a story.                            						(20 marks)


QUESTION FIVE
Assuming you are a court reporter, explain, using examples FIVE types of news sources.
(20 marks)
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