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RIARA SCHOOL OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS & DIPLOMACY
NURTURING INNOVATORS
JANUARY-APRIL 2025 TRIMESTER 
EXAMINATIONS FOR BACHELOR OF ARTS IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS & DIPLOMACY
DAY PROGRAMME
RIR 056: FOUNDATIONS OF RESEARCH METHODS IN SOCIAL SCIENCES
DATE:  7TH APRIL, 2025				                                                  TIME: 2 HOURS

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS: 
Students are NOT permitted to write on the examination paper during reading time. 
This is a closed book examination. Text book/Reference books/notes are not permitted. 
SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS 
1. Write your REGISTRATION NO. Clearly on the answer booklet(s). 
1. Answer Question One and ANY other TWO questions.
1. Questions in all sections should be answered in answer booklet(s) 
1. PLEASE start the answer to EACH question on a NEW PAGE.
1. For the questions, write the number of the question on the answer booklet(s) in the order you answered.
1. Write on both sides of each leaf and indicate number of each question at the top of each page.
1. Write the answers in a paragraph form unless stated otherwise. 
1. Marks allocated to each question are shown at the end of the question. 
1. All rough work must be done on the answer booklet and crossed through!
1. Use supplementary pages only when you have exhausted those in this book
1. Fasten the supplementary pages to the inside back cover of this booklet.




SECTION A: ANSWER ALL QUESTIONS IN THIS SECTION (30 MARKS)
QUESTION ONE
a) Define the following terms:
i. Populations
ii. Inferential statistics 
                                                                                                    	(2 marks)
b) Elaborate any five points in the Nuremberg code and illustrate how they are applicable in social science research                     	(10 marks)         
c) 
i. Define representative sample                                               	 (1 mark)
ii. A leading research firm is conducting research on causes of inter-tribal conflict in Pokot South sub-county covering all five sub-locations whose total households is as follows:
· Kamelei- 424
· Kapusien- 232
· Kokwopsis- 264
· Sopowen- 206
· Tapach- 419
a. Calculate the representative sample size from the population using Taro Yamane formula (Hint: Margin of error 0.05).                                                                                
                                                                                	(3 marks)
b. Calculate the respective sample size for each sub-location using proportionate stratified random sampling      	(5 marks)
iii. Consider the following data on age of children under a given study:
3, 9, 5, 12, 10, 3, 4, 8, 7
Using the above provided data calculate:
i. Standard deviation                                                           (3 marks)
ii. Inter-quartile range                                                         (2 marks)
d. Nonresponse can be a serious issue for survey research. Explain why this is a serious issue in research and propose two ways of reducing non-response rate in data collection                                                   
		(4 marks)


SECTION B:  ANSWER ANY TWO QUESTIONS (40 MARKS)

QUESTION TWO 
Write brief notes on the following:
i. Closed-ended question                                                                    		(5 marks)                                                           
ii. Interview method of data collection                                                       	(5 marks)
iii.  Qualitative data                                                                              	 	(5 marks)
iv. Observation method of data collection                                         		(5 marks)
 
QUESTION THREE
You are tasked with a research on the impact of social media on the academic. Performance of students in the school of International Relations & Diplomacy. Discuss the non-probability sampling techniques you are likely to use to achieve your objectives                                                                                          
		        (20 marks)

QUESTION FOUR
Assume you are conducting research on “Causes of inter-community conflict in border market centers”. Design a questionnaire as a data collection instrument for the above study (Hint: Include all the four types of questions in your questionnaire)            

                                                                                                                 	(20 marks)
QUESTION FIVE
Discuss the main components of a research proposal                          	(20 marks)
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