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NURTURING INNOVATORS
SCHOOL OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS & DIPLOMACY

JAN– APRIL 2024 TRIMESTER 
EXAMINATIONS FOR BACHELOR IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS & DIPLOMACY
EVENING PROGRAMME

RIR 412; GLOBAL ENVIRONMENTAL POLITICS
DATE:  APRIL 2024				                                                TIME: 2 HOURS

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS: 
1. Students are NOT permitted to write on the examination paper during reading time. 
2. This is a closed book examination. Text book/Reference books/notes are not permitted. 
SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS: 
1 Write your REGISTRATION NO. Clearly on the answer booklet(s). 	
2 Answer Question One and ANY other TWO questions.
3 Questions in all sections should be answered in answer booklet(s). 
4 Marks allocated to each question are shown at the end of the question. 
5 PLEASE start the answer to EACH question on a NEW PAGE. 
6 For the questions, write the number of the question on the answer booklet(s) in the order you answered them. 
7 Write your answers in paragraph form unless stated otherwise. 
8 Keep your phone(s) SWITCHED OFF at the front of the examination room. 

9 Keep ALL bags and caps at the front of the examination room and do not refer to any unauthorized material before or during the course of the examination. 
10 You are only allowed to leave the examination room 30minutes to the end of the Examination. 

RIR 412 Exam Questions: Answer Section 1 and any other two Questions. Section 1: (30 Marks
) Q1: a) Define environmental diplomacy and explain its significance in addressing global environmental challenges. Provide examples to support your explanation. (3 Marks) 
b) Conflict is identified as a critical concept in environmental diplomacy. Explain how environmental degradation can lead to conflict and the role of diplomacy in resolving such conflicts. (4 Marks)
 c) Cooperation is essential for effective environmental diplomacy. Describe the importance of cooperation among nations, organizations, and communities in addressing global environmental challenges. (3 Marks)
 Q2: a) How does the principle of Respect for Human Rights influence climate actions under the UNFCCC? Provide examples of human rights considerations in climate change discussions. (5 Marks)
 b) Discuss the concept of Inter-Generational Equity in the context of climate change. Why is it important to consider the rights and interests of future generations in climate actions? (5 marks) Q3: a) Define the resource curse theory and its implications for resource-rich countries. (2marks) b) Analyze the economic, political, and social factors contributing to the resource curse phenomenon, using specific examples. (4 Marks) 
c) Discuss strategies that resource-rich countries can adopt to mitigate the negative impacts of resource abundance and promote sustainable development. (4 Marks)
 Section 2: (20 Marks)
 Q4: a) Assess the role of cross-sectoral collaboration and policy integration in environmental diplomacy, using examples from the Kimberley Process Certification Scheme and other relevant initiatives. (10 Marks)
 b) Discuss how coordination between governments, industry stakeholders, and civil society can lead to effective policy interventions that address the root causes of conflicts linked to natural resource exploitation. (10 Marks)
 Q5: Evaluate the impact of climate change on security in Africa, focusing on resource scarcity, competition, and climate-induced migration. How do climate-related challenges exacerbate existing conflicts and pose security threats on a global scale? (20 marks)
 Section 3: (20 Marks)
 Q6: Compare and contrast the impacts of oil-related conflicts in the Middle East with those in sub-Saharan Africa, considering factors such as governance structures, economic dependence on oil, and environmental degradation. (20 marks)
 Q7: Choose one of the provided case studies (Oil and Conflict, Diamonds and Conflict, Water and Conflict, or Ecological Footprint and Conflict) and describe the environmental and sociopolitical dynamics at play. (20 Marks)
 Q8: a) Analyze the Nile Basin Initiative as a climate and environmental diplomacy case study. (10 Marks) b)
 Discuss the key lessons learned from this initiative and their implications for managing shared environmental resources in other regions. (10 Marks)
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