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RIR 301: RESEARCH METHODS IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
                  DEGREE PROGRAM  
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EXAMINATIONS FOR BACHELOR OF ARTS IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS & DIPLOMACY
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GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS: 
Students are NOT permitted to write on the examination paper during reading time. 
This is a closed book examination. Text book/Reference books/notes are not permitted. 

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS: 
1 Write your REGISTRATION NO. Clearly on the answer booklet(s). 
2 Answer ALL QUESTIONS 
3 Questions in all sections should be answered in answer booklet(s). 
4 Marks allocated to each question are shown at the end of the question. 
5 PLEASE start the answer to EACH question on a NEW PAGE. 
6 For the questions, write the number of the question on the answer booklet(s) in the order you answered them. 
7 Write your answers in paragraph form unless stated otherwise. 
8 Keep your phone(s) SWITCHED OFF at the front of the examination room. 
9 Keep ALL bags and caps at the front of the examination room and do not refer to any unauthorized material before or during the course of the examination. 
10 You are only allowed to leave the examination room 30minutes to the end of the Examination.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Question 1    20 marks 
A. Read the following case and answer the questions following it:
Most of African states have been experiencing violent political conflicts during elections and political successions since they secured independence in 1960s (Elekwa & Okechukwu, 2011). Despite a range of initiatives to prevent such situations, post-election conflicts persist in the continent, putting nearly every citizen at high risk (Omotola, 2010). In Kenya, for example, average citizens are the most vulnerable as these tensions often result in beatings, killings and other gross violation of human rights (Human Right Watch, 2017). During 2007-2008 post-election conflicts in Kenya alone, over 1,000 were massacred and many other citizens become internally displaced people, while thousands suffered horrific injuries including women and children (BBC, 2014). 

The character, length and intensity of the 2007-2008 post-election violence in Kenya reiterates the significance of this problematic in East Africa and beyond, mainly because, while these conflicts usually involve men who feel the need to fight and save their face in the society, the most vulnerable members of the society, particularly women and children progressively become the target (Kihato, 2016). On the other hand, everyone suffers, particularly in poor areas- temporary refuges become permanent residences and people live in misery indefinitely (Gatehouse, 2013).
1) Propose a research topic that can fit the case presented above
2) In defining the problem in the case above, what did you consider as the noticeable features of a good problem statement (be more detailed)
3) Formulate one (1) main objective and three possible (2) specific objectives for the case above
4) After giving the meaning of the word ‘population’, explain what would be the population of this research study and why? 
5) After giving the meaning of “sample”, detail what would the composition of the sample for this particular study?    
  
B. Below is a quote from the article: Levenson, M. R., & Park, C. L. (2002). Drinking to cope among college students: Prevalence, problems and coping processes. Journal on Studies on Alcohol, 63, 486-497:
“Drinking to cope is very common among college students and is related to much higher levels of alcohol consumption, episodes of heavy drinking, and levels of both negative and positive alcohol related consequences” (p. 486).
i. paraphrase or rephrase the above passage without plagiarizing.
ii. Give two (2) reasons of why we need to do the referencing and citation in any writing we are doing?
  
Question 2.  20marks

A. Give and explain the essential elements required in a Method Section (methodology chapter) of any study.
B. The following pieces of information are all collected as part of the General Household Survey. In each case decide whether the information is best conceptualized as an interval level (continuous) variable, an ordinal level variable or a nominal level variable. 
a) Sex
b) Hours worked per week
c) Marital status
d) Number of dependent children in the household
e) Ethnic group

C. The dataset below shows the gross earnings in Kenya shillings per week of twenty men, drawn randomly from the 2020 New Earnings Survey in Kenya.
150, 55, 82, 107, 102, 78, 154, 85, 123, 66, 58, 122, 120, 83, 115, 69, 99, 94, 144, 55

1) Calculate the mean and standard deviation of the male earnings of the data given above
2) Give the interpretation of the standard deviation you got
3) Compare the median and the mean you calculated. 
4) Why do they differ? 

GOOD LUCK!
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