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SCHOOL OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS & DIPLOMACY
NURTURING INNOVATORS
JAN – APR 2026 TRIMESTER
EXAMINATIONS FOR BACHELOR IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS & DIPLOMACY
RIR 7427A: INTERNATIONAL PEACE SUPPORT OPERATIONS
DATE: 14TH APRIL 2026             					TIME: 2 HOURS
GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS:
i. Students are NOT permitted to write on the examination paper during reading time.
ii. This is a closed book examination. Text book/Reference books/notes are not permitted.
SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS
1. Write your REGISTRATION NO. Clearly on the answer booklet(s).
2. Answer Question One and ANY other TWO questions.
3. Questions in all sections should be answered in answer booklet(s)
4. PLEASE start the answer to EACH question on a NEW PAGE.
5. For the questions, write the number of the question on the answer booklet(s) in the order you answered.
6. Write on both sides of each leaf and indicate number of each question at the top of each page.
7. Write the answers in a paragraph form unless stated otherwise.
8. Marks allocated to each question are shown at the end of the question.
9. All rough work must be done on the answer booklet and crossed through!
10. Use supplementary pages only when you have exhausted those in this book.
11. Fasten the supplementary pages to the inside back cover of this booklet.

[bookmark: _Hlk107400086][bookmark: _Hlk107400111]SECTION A: (COMPULSORY)  (30 Marks)

Question 1
a) In "Lakeview," a civil conflict has erupted due to ethnic tensions and political instability. The United Nations has deployed a peacekeeping mission, "UN Mission in Lakeview" (UNMIL), to restore peace and support the transition to a stable government. The mission is guided by the fundamental principles of UN peacekeeping: consent of the host nation, impartiality, and the use of force only in self-defense or defense of the mandate.
Task:
Assessing the effectiveness of these guiding principles in the context of UNMIL's operations in Lakeview. 
i. Analyze how the principle of consent affects the legitimacy and operational capacity of UNMIL.									(5 Marks)
ii. Evaluate how impartiality is maintained in a context with multiple conflicting parties.
(5 Marks)
iii. Assess the implications of the use of force only in self-defense or defense of the mandate.
											(5 Marks)

b) Contemporary International Peace Support Operations are multidimensional and multifaceted. Describe the roles of the 3 main components of the missions.			(15 Marks)

SECTION B: ANSWER ANY TWO QUESTIONS  (30 MARKS)
Question 2
a) The Republic of CARANA is experiencing a multifaceted crisis characterized by civil unrest, humanitarian needs, and the presence of armed groups. The United Nations, alongside regional organizations, initiated an International Peace Support Operation (IPSO) aimed at stabilizing the country, protecting civilians, and facilitating humanitarian aid.
i. Assess the role of political negotiations and local governance as aspects of political dimension in achieving lasting peace.					(5 Marks)
ii. In the security dimensions, examine the security challenges faced by peacekeepers in Verenthia, including threats from armed groups. 				(5 Marks)
iii. Investigate the socio-economic factors contributing to the conflict and the role of peace operations in addressing these issues. 					(5 Marks)


Question 3
a) Evaluate the challenges that contemporary peacekeeping missions encounter that hinder effectiveness of peace support operations in Africa.				(10 Marks)

b) Describe the Legal Framework that supports and coordinates the deployment of AU led Peace Support Operations. 								(5 Marks)	


Question 4
a) Define the key roles of humanitarian Agencies deployed in UN Peace Support Operations.
(5 Marks)

b) Using relevant examples, differentiate between peacekeeping, peace enforcement, and peacebuilding in the spectrum of peace support operations.			(5 Marks)

c) International peacekeeping operations (PKOs) are guided by several key principles that define their scope, conduct, and overall effectiveness. Elaborate on the fundamental principles that guide UN peacekeeping operations.        						(5 Marks)

Question 5
a) Contemporary International Peace Support Operations are multidimensional and multifaceted. Describe the roles of the 3 main components of the missions.			(5 Marks)

b) Using relevant examples, describe the role of humanitarian agencies deployed in peace support operations.		         								(5 Marks)

c) Define the core functions of the African Union as a Regional Mechanism for promoting peace and security. 									(5 Marks)
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