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INSTRUCTIONS
1. This is the final examination in Constitutional Law 2. You will earn 70% of your final grade from this final examination and 30% from Continuous Assessment Assignments.
2. This examination has THREE questions.  Please answer ALL THREE QUESTIONS.
3. This examination has 4 pages, including this one.
4. Time allocated for this examination is TWO (2) hours.  You must stop writing when time is called.
5. Please sign the roll sheet when you turn in your answer sheet.  If you fail to sign the roll sheet, we shall have no way of establishing that you sat for this examination and your marks will not be reported.
6. This is a CLOSED BOOK examination.  This means you are not permitted to bring ANY hard or soft materials to the examination room, save for clear copies of the Constitution of Kenya, which shall be supplied for the exam. You are also not allowed to access materials stored in computers, electronic gadgets or the internet.  You should not bring to the examination room any of the following: cell phones, tablets, computers, statutes, notes, outlines, or books.  Neither should you bring to the examination room books or materials unrelated to this course.  If you need to have medicine or food items with you, please let the invigilator know before the examination begins.
7. This examination is governed by Riara University Academic Honesty Regulations.  Students who violate those regulations will be penalized.  Students have an obligation to report to the invigilator any incidences of academic dishonesty compromising the integrity of this examination.




Question 1 (30 Marks)
Read the following article appearing on the rfi website dated 30 June 2025.
(https://www.rfi.fr/en/africa/20250630-torn-between-grief-and-political-gain-kenya-s-gen-z-takes-stock)
Torn between grief and political gain, Kenya’s Gen-Z 
takes Stock
Every morning, Mama Evans places a plastic chair outside her mabati house in Kayole and waits. It’s the same spot where her 22-year-old son, Evans used to sit before he vanished during last year’s protests driven by Gen Z (generation of people born between 1997 - 2012).
"One year. No answers. No body. Just silence," she says, gripping a worn photograph of him in a graduation gown. "If he’s gone, let them give me his body. I just want to bury my son.” 
The 2024 finance bill was the spark that set off what was already an explosive social situation.It proposed sweeping tax hikes on essential goods and digital services burdens falling squarely on a young population already grappling with unemployment and rising living costs. It proposed sweeping tax hikes on essential goods and digital services burdens falling squarely on a young population already grappling with unemployment and rising living costs.
'Fearless'
By June 2024, thousands of young Kenyans, many in their early 20s, had taken to the streets, organised not by political parties or unions, but by spontaneous online coordination, carried by hashtags and influencers. "Gen Z did what older generations feared: they called out the system with no apologies," Dr. Samora Mwaura, a youth policy expert based in Nairobi tells RFI.”
They were the heartbeat of a new kind of politics: raw, informed, and fearless."The protests quickly spread from Nairobi to Kisumu, Eldoret, Mombasa, and Nakuru. But what began as peaceful marches soon turned deadly.

A trail of trauma
In Mathare, Kevin Otieno is learning to walk again. A year ago, the 25-year-old boda boda (motorcycle taxi) rider was caught in police crossfire on his way to make a delivery.
"They shot me in the leg. I wasn’t even part of the protest that day," he says, lifting his jeans to show the metal brace screwed into his thigh. "Since then, I’ve lost my job, my independence, and my peace.” 
Kevin’s story is echoed in hospitals, homes, and informal settlements across the country. According to local human rights groups, at least 39 protesters were killed, hundreds injured, and scores went missing during the police crackdown.
 The Kenya National Commission on Human Rights called for investigations, but prosecutions have been slow or nonexistent. "We’ve documented arbitrary arrests, disappearances, and excessive force," says Mary Wanjiku, a legal officer. "Yet accountability remains elusive.”
From protests to political power
Despite the pain, the protests ignited something lasting. For the first time in decades, youth particularly Gen Z became a decisive force in shaping national discourse.
Their activism led to the recall of several tax proposals and forced President William Ruto’s administration into dialogue.
Politicians, once dismissive of social media activism, began hosting X (formerly Twitter) Spaces and TikTok forums to engage young voters.
"Something shifted," explains Lydia Wanjiru, a professor at the University of Nairobi. "Gen Z became both a moral and political voice. They know their power now and the country knows it too."
Grassroots movements born in the protests have since evolved into civic tech platforms, voter registration drives, and online watchdog groups. A year later, Gen Z’s presence remains visible not just in protests, but in policy.
Cry for justice
Yet for families like Mama Evans', the political wins offer little comfort.
"People move on. But for me, every day is July 2024," she says, brushing a tear from her cheek. Her home is now a shrine of sorts Evans’ clothes folded neatly, his phone untouched, his slippers by the door. Authorities initially promised DNA testing of unclaimed bodies at City Mortuary. She submitted samples. Months passed. Still nothing.
"Just tell me the truth. I can take it," she whispers. "This waiting is the hardest part."
Then, after a pause, her voice hardens: "For years we’ve cried for justice and they’ve given us more coffins.”
What Next?
As Kenya marks the one-year anniversary of the Gen Z uprising, the country stands at a crossroads. The youth movement has cracked open the political conversation but the state’s reluctance to deliver justice threatens to undo the trust it inspired.
"There can be no healing without accountability," says Dr. Mwaura. "Otherwise, we are just postponing the next eruption."
One year on, the fire has not gone out. Across Nairobi, Kisumu, and parts of the coast, small pockets of protests have flared again, this time against ongoing extrajudicial killings and police brutality, particularly in connection to the death of teacher Albert Ojwang in custody.
From placards to petitions, Kenya’s youth continue to demand an end to state violence. Mama Evans agrees. But for now, her revolution is quiet, a candle burning next to Evans’ photo, a prayer whispered every night, a hope that somehow, one day, someone will knock on her gate with the truth.
a) In view of the foregoing article, identify and critically analyse at least five constitutional and governance challenges raised in the article. 				(20 Marks)
b) Provide a detailed opinion on the Bill of Rights violations committed and the legal remedies available to the family of Mama Evans and other similarly placed families in Kenya. 
(10 Marks)

Question 2 (20 Marks)
“Kenya’s devolution is one of the most revolutionary underway in the world, involving large-scale political, fiscal, and administrative decentralisation.” -unknown
a) In view of the foregoing statement, provide a brief but critical analysis of Kenya’s devolution architecture 								(10 Marks)
b) Identify and propose practicable and robust legal reform in at least Four (4) areas which would enhance the objects of devolution as enshrined in article 174 of the Constitution of Kenya.(										 10 Marks)

Question 3. (20 Marks)
“…. The Constitution of a nation is not simply a statute which mechanically defines the structures of government and the relationship between the government and the governed. It is a mirror reflecting the ‘national soul’ the identification of ideas and…aspirations of a nation, the articulation of the values bonding its people and disciplining its government. The spirit and tenor of the Constitution must, therefore preside and permeate the process of judicial interpretation and judicial discretion’ In the Matter of the Interim Independent Electoral Commission, Constitutional Application No. 2 of 2011 (Supreme Court of Kenya)
In view of the foregoing statement, and with the help of case-law, the principles of constitutional interpretation as well as the provisions of relevant articles of the Constitution, analyse how the Constitution of Kenya has provided within itself, guideposts on the interpretation of its provisions. 							(20 Marks)
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