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RIARA SCHOOL OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS & DIPLOMACY
NURTURING INNOVATORS
SEPTEMBER -DECEMBER 2023 TRIMESTER 
EXAMINATIONS FOR BACHELOR OF ARTS IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS & DIPLOMACY
EVENING PROGRAMME
RIR 403: EMERGING POWERS IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
DATE: SEPTEMBER				   				           TIME: 2 HOURS

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS: 
Students are NOT permitted to write on the examination paper during reading time. 
This is a closed book examination. Textbook /Reference books/notes are not permitted. 

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS: 
1 Write your REGISTRATION NO. Clearly on the answer booklet(s). 
2 Answer Question One and ANY other TWO questions.
3 Questions in all sections should be answered in answer booklet(s). 
4 Marks allocated to each question are shown at the end of the question. 
5 PLEASE start the answer to EACH question on a NEW PAGE. 
6 For the questions, write the number of the question on the answer booklet(s) in the order you answered them. 
7 Write your answers in paragraph form unless stated otherwise. 
8 Keep your phone(s) SWITCHED OFF at the front of the examination room. 

9 Keep ALL bags and caps at the front of the examination room and do not refer to any unauthorized material before or during the course of the examination. 
10 You are only allowed to leave the examination room 30minutes to the end of the Examination. 



SECTION A- COMPULSORY    - ANSWER ALL QUESTIONS 
[bookmark: _Hlk106998944]QUESTION ONE
a) Using examples, explain the concept of power transition as used in International Relations.									(10 Marks)
b) Discuss five factors that influence the rise and decline of great powers.       (10 Marks)					                        
c) Identify and explain five reasons emerging powers prioritise development aid in their international engagements.		  					(10 Marks)

SECTION B- ANSWER ANY TWO QUESTIONS
QUESTION TWO
a) Discuss the cause of the Peloponnesian war.					(5 marks)
b) Discuss five criticisms of Graham Allison’s Thucydides trap theory.  	(10 marks)	
QUESTION THREE
a) Assess the impact of China’s rise as a global power.          	  		(5 marks)
b) Examine the opportunities and challenges facing China as a rising power.  (10 marks)
QUESTION FOUR 
a) Assess the emergence of the acronym BRICS in international relations.	      (5 marks) 
b) Identify and explain five elements used to classify countries as emerging powers.						     					     (10 marks) 
QUESTION FIVE
a) Discuss the main assumptions of the hegemonic stability theory in power transition										       (5 marks)	                    
b) Using examples, explain the limitations that can hinder countries such as India, Turkey and Brazil from great power status.						      (10 marks)
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