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RIARA SCHOOL OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS & DIPLOMACY
NURTURING INNOVATORS
JANUARY –APRIL 2026 TRIMESTER
EXAMINATIONS FOR BACHELOR OF ARTS IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS & DIPLOMACY
EVENING/ VIRTUAL  PROGRAMME
UNIT CODE: RBIR 7222
UNIT TITLE: INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW
DATE: __________________________					     TIME: 2 HOURS

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS:
Students are NOT permitted to write on the examination paper during reading time.
This is a closed book examination. Text book/Reference books/notes are not permitted.

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS:
1 Write your REGISTRATION NO. Clearly on the answer booklet(s).
2 Answer Question One and ANY other TWO questions.
3 Questions in all sections should be answered in answer booklet(s).
4 Marks allocated to each question are shown at the end of the question.
5 PLEASE start the answer to EACH question on a NEW PAGE.
6 For the questions, write the number of the question on the answer booklet(s) in the order you answered them.
7 Write your answers in paragraph form unless stated otherwise.
8 Keep your phone(s) SWITCHED OFF at the front of the examination room.
9 Keep ALL bags and caps at the front of the examination room and do not refer to any unauthorized material before or during the course of the examination.
10 You are only allowed to leave the examination room 30 minutes to the end of the Examination.

SECTION A: QUESTION ONE COMPULSORY (30 MARKS)
QUESTION ONE
During the internal hostilities within the Kingdom of Kaledon, civilians have reportedly engaged in several activities: transmitting real-time intelligence to the Kaledonian Liberation Front (KLF) regarding the coordinates of government battalions; logistical transport of improvised explosive devices (IEDs) for the KLF; and active participation in coordinated ambushes against government infantry. Using this narrative; 
a) Discuss the legal issues in the ongoing conflict in terms of the nature, type and the relevant principles of International Humanitarian Law applicable in this scenario (15 Marks).
b) Discuss the concept of direct participation in hostilities under International Humanitarian Law with respect to this scenario and analyse the legal consequences for those civilians and the parties to the conflict. (15 Marks)
SECTION B: ANSWER ANY TWO QUESTIONS (30 MARKS)
QUESTION TWO
During the conflict in Korania, government forces capture several fighters, some in uniform and part of the official armed forces, others fighting without uniforms or for a non-state armed group. Identify which fighters are lawful and unlawful combatants, explain the protections and obligations under IHL for each, apply the rules to the scenario, and analyse the practical implications of their classification. (15 Marks)
QUESTION THREE
In Alveria, government forces are fighting a neighboring state, while a separate armed group within Alveria controls part of the territory and clashes with government forces. Identify the types of armed conflict present, explain the applicable IHL rules for each, apply these rules to the scenario, and analyse the implications for the parties involved. (15 Marks)
QUESTION FOUR
During the conflict in Marovia, government forces capture enemy soldiers, some actively fighting, while others are wounded or surrendering. Analyse the legal status of these individuals under International Humanitarian Law and discuss the protections and obligations owed to them by the capturing forces. (15 Marks)
QUESTION FIVE
[bookmark: _GoBack]In the ongoing conflict in Veridia, both sides are reported to have used explosive weapons in densely populated areas, improvised chemical devices, and unmanned drones against military and civilian targets. Analyse the legality of these means and methods under International Humanitarian Law and discuss the obligations of the parties to minimize harm to civilians. (15 Marks)
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