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RIARA SCHOOL OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS & DIPLOMACY
NURTURING INNOVATORS
SEPTEMBER-DECEMBER 2022 TRIMESTER 
EXAMINATIONS FOR BACHELOR OF ARTS IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS & DIPLOMACY
 EVENING PROGRAMME
UNIT CODE RIR: 013UNIT TITLE: THE VIENNA CONVENTION
DATE:_______DECEMBER 2022___________________			    TIME: 2 HOURS

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS: 
Students are NOT permitted to write on the examination paper during reading time. 
This is a closed book examination. Textbook/Reference books/notes are not permitted. 

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS: 
1 Write your REGISTRATION NO. Clearly on the answer booklet(s). 
2 Answer Question One and ANY other TWO questions.
3 Questions in all sections should be answered in answer booklet(s). 
4 Marks allocated to each question are shown at the end of the question. 
5 PLEASE start the answer to EACH question on a NEW PAGE. 
6 For the questions, write the number of the question on the answer booklet(s) in the order you answered them. 
7 Write your answers in paragraph form unless stated otherwise. 
8 Keep your phone(s) SWITCHED OFF at the front of the examination room. 

9 Keep ALL bags and caps at the front of the examination room and do not refer to any unauthorized material before or during the course of the examination. 
10 You are only allowed to leave the examination room 30minutes to the end of the Examination. 


SECTION A (Question one is compulsory)
Q1. (a) A deadly car accident in Nairobi - Kenya has led to a diplomatic stand-off with the Republic of Butapi (a sovereign state). Joseph Kimani, 19, was struck and killed  by a vehicle driven by one Mrs. Slay Tyab, the wife of Butapi’s Ambassador to Kenya; His Excellency, Mr. HovaTyab. The parents of Joseph Kimani are in agony. Not only have they lost their son, they say, but a legal loophole may have robbed them of their ability to grieve. The request you for advice.
(8 marks)
(b)It is reported that immediately after the accident, Mrs. Tyab flew back to Butapi. She went on to post on her Facebook page, that she is untouchable, andstated, “what’s the big deal, we shall all die sometime!” Mr. Tyab ‘liked’ the comment, and added, “how accurate my dear”. Are thre any options open to both Butapi and Kenya to check this behaviour?
(8 marks)
(c)This has caused uproar in Kenya and students from the University of Metropolis where Joseph was a student have stormed the Butapi Embassy where they have camped and locked the Ambassador – Mr. Tayb in his office. Some students have been seen carrying out computers, tables, and chairs. They are demanding the return and subsequent prosecution of |Mrs Tyab. Several Politian’s have hailed this action and the security forces in Butapi have remained surprisingly quiet. What is the legal implication of this?
(8 marks)
 (d)In a statement provided by BTN News, the Butapi State Department expressed sympathy and extended condolences to the bereaved family but said; "whatever is happening at our Embassy in Kenya is a travesty, we demand Kenya respects international law and immediately puts an end to this." Which court (and what would be the cause of action) would Butapi access to enforce her rights. 
(6 marks)
(Total:30 marks)
SECTION B (Answer any two Questions in this Section)
QUESTION 2
Some weakness of unqualified diplomatic immunity and its subsequent abuse has been attributed to shortfalls inthe Vienna Convention of 1961. When immunities allow for human rights violation to occur with impunity, The provisions guaranteeing absolute immunity in the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations should be amended.  In your opinion, do these weaknesses call for an evaluation of the Convention, especially on provisions on  inviolability of the diplomatic agent?
(20 marks)

QUESTION 3
(a) Using examples and referring to the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relation, 1961; present the constitution and inviolability of the diplomatic bag.	
								(10 marks)	

(b) What are the specified exceptions where diplomats may not be immune from civil and administrative jurisdiction in the state which they are serving?  (10 marks)

QUESTION 4
(a) Racer is the capital city of the Republic of Butapi. Several states have set up embassies in Racer including the Republics of Mutapi, Tutapi and Putati. The ambassador of Mutapi has recently died leaving behind his Wife – Meera and three children; all residing in Butapi. They are unclear as to whether they would still enjoy the rights and privileges they enjoyed whist the ambassador was still alive. Joseph, the 24 year old son of the ambassador of Tutapi has started working for a private company in Butapi and is also uncertain on whether he still enjoys rights and privileges under international law. H. E. Mustapha, the former ambassador of Putati has been accused of being complicit in the death of two people after it was discovered he kept weapons (as instructed by his government) used in their killing.
Advise Meera, Joseph and H.E. Mustapha.																		(12 marks) 
(b) Discuss whether a right of diplomatic asylum exist under general international law? (8 marks)

QUESTION 5
In a most succinct manner, present 
(a) the process of establishment, of a diplomatic mission under the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations, 1961.
(10 marks) 

(b) severance, and/or termination of a diplomatic mission under the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations, 1961.
(10 marks) 

***End***
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