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SCHOOL OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS & DIPLOMACY
NURTURING INNOVATORS
MAY – AUG 2026 TRIMESTER 
EXAMINATIONS FOR BACHELOR IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS & DIPLOMACY
RBIR 7112: THEORY AND PRACTICE OF DIPLOMACY
DATE:    11TH AUGUST 2026                                          	                                                TIME: 2 HOURS

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS:
i. Students are NOT permitted to write on the examination paper during reading time.
ii. This is a closed book examination. Text book/Reference books/notes are not permitted.
SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS 
1. Write your REGISTRATION NO. Clearly on the answer booklet(s). 
2. Answer Question One and ANY other TWO questions.
3. Questions in all sections should be answered in answer booklet(s) 
4. PLEASE start the answer to EACH question on a NEW PAGE.
5. For the questions, write the number of the question on the answer booklet(s) in the order you answered.
6. Write on both sides of each leaf and indicate number of each question at the top of each page.
7. Write the answers in a paragraph form unless stated otherwise. 
8. Marks allocated to each question are shown at the end of the question. 
9. All rough work must be done on the answer booklet and crossed through!
10. Use supplementary pages only when you have exhausted those in this book.
11. Fasten the supplementary pages to the inside back cover of this booklet. 
SECTION A: ANSWER ALL QUESTIONS IN THIS SECTION (20 MARKS)
QUESTION ONE (COMPULSORY)
As an officer in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, explain to a newly recruited intern the difference between a diplomatic mission and a consular mission. Identify one similarity and two differences between the two institutions. (10 Marks)
Discuss five functions that would be performed by the diplomatic mission and five functions that would be performed by the consular mission. Illustrate your answer with practical examples. (20 Marks)

SECTION B- ANSWER ANY TWO QUESTIONS (40 MARKS)
QUESTION TWO
Discuss the major developments in diplomacy from the Greek city-state system, through the Renaissance period, to the contemporary period.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Analyse the key transformations and explain how they have influenced modern diplomatic practice. (20 Marks)
QUESTION THREE
Kenya and Tanzania are negotiating a new agreement aimed at improving cross-border trade and infrastructure development. Using this case study, evaluate five advantages and five disadvantages of bilateral diplomacy. Support your discussion with appropriate examples from international relations. (20 Marks)
QUESTION FOUR
Every year, world leaders gather in New York for the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA). Assume you are a diplomatic adviser preparing a briefing note for a first-time delegate attending the summit. Identify the major actors who participate in the UNGA and explain the role each actor plays in shaping international diplomacy during the summit. (20 Marks)
QUESTION FIVE
A diplomat accredited to a foreign country is involved in a traffic accident and subsequently claims diplomatic immunity from local prosecution. The incident sparks public debate about whether diplomatic immunity is fair and necessary. Using this case study, discuss the nature and purpose of diplomatic immunity and evaluate its importance in enabling diplomats to perform their functions effectively. (20 Marks)
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