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JANUARY-APRIL 2026 TRIMESTER
 
SCHOOL OF COMMUNICATION AND MULTIMEDIA JOURNALISM
 
EXAMINATION FOR DIPLOMA PROGRAMME
 
DAY PROGRAMME
 
RDCJ 6111: ENGLISH FOR JOURNALISTS

DATE:	7TH APRIL 2026						TIME: 2 HOURS 

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS: 
Students are NOT permitted to write on the examination paper during reading time. 
This is a closed book examination. Text book/Reference books/notes are not permitted. 

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS:
1 Write your REGISTRATION NO. Clearly on the answer booklet(s).
2 Answer Question ONE (COMPULSORY) and ANY other TWO questions.
3 Questions in all sections should be answered in answer booklet(s). 
4 Marks allocated to each question are shown at the end of the question. 
5 PLEASE start the answer to EACH question on a NEW PAGE. 
6 For the questions, write the number of the question on the answer booklet(s) in the order you answered them. 
7 Write your answers in paragraph form unless stated otherwise. 
8 Keep your phone(s) SWITCHED OFF at the front of the examination room. 
9 Keep ALL bags and caps at the front of the examination room and do not refer to any unauthorized material before or during the course of the examination. 
10 You are only allowed to leave the examination room 30 minutes to the end of the Examination. 
11. Fasten the supplementary pages to the inside back cover of this booklet.

							
QUESTION ONE:

a) Imagine you are the Communication Officer at Petra Chemicals Manufacturers in Kisumu, which has come under scathing attack from members of the local community for polluting the community’s water supply through dangerous industrial discharge leading to the death of 20 people over a period of five years after developing skin diseases and breathing problems. The local community has held demonstrations and threatened to burn down the manufacturing plant owned by the company, and the Ministry of Environment has threatened to close down the manufacturing plant. Write a 600-word press release explaining:

i) The position of Petra Chemicals Manufacturers, steps taken to handle the matter with the families of the victims.
ii) Steps taken to avoid a recurrence, and compliance with Ministry of Environment’s directives, and any other relevant information. 
(20 marks)
b) To succeed in communicating, a speaker needs good mastery of the language of communication. Explain the relationship between language and effective practice of mass communication. 					(10 marks)


QUESTION TWO

a) Using clear examples, explain six ways in which early Christian missionaries, and colonization played a role in the entrenchment of English as the language of practice in journalism and communication in Kenya.  			(12 marks)

b) Describe the following common grammar problems and sentence errors: 
i) Coma splices
ii) Sentence fragments
iii) Run-on sentences
iv) Choppy sentences. 						(8 marks)


QUESTION THREE

a) In speech situations, proper punctuation can make or destroy the message. List and explain any five ways in which you can employ proper punctuation to deliver a good speech to a group of college students at a graduation ceremony. 
(20 marks)

				
[bookmark: _GoBack]QUESTION FOUR
a) Study the attached press release, and correct it for grammar and problematic sentence constructions.  						(12 marks)
b) Using examples, explain the following qualities of verbs. 		(8 marks)
i. Number
ii. Person
iii. Tense
iv. Mood.
		
QUESTION FIVE

a) Assume you are a journalist working for a leading multi-media news organization in Kenya. Explain six ways in which good mastery of English language can make you an effective journalist. 						(12 marks)

b) Describe the following types of writing 					(8 marks)
i. Narrative Writing
ii. Expository Writing
iii. Persuasive Writing
iv. Descriptive Writing 




PRESS RELEASE

FROM: KAREN HOSPITAL
TO: ALL MEDIA HOUSES
DATE: 20TH MARCH 2026

RE: PRINT AND LIVE BROADCAST OF EVENTS/STATEMENTS AGAINST THE KAREN HOSPITAL
Our attention has been drawn to the live, online and print media coverage, where statements of allegations of negligence by The Karen Hospital have been broadcasted and promoted by the said media houses with absolute ignorance to validate or and confirm facts with the hospital or circumstances for the occurrences.

We are grossly aggrieved by this actions as The Keren Hospital is a specialised hospital licensed and certified by The Kenya Medical Practitioners and Dentist Board. 
The Karen Hospital is ISO 9001:2025 Certified and carries out its operations with the utmost duly of care for our patients. We do not have any single instance of diarrhoea among our patients. It was only five patients, so such fabrications are not healthy for our business. Such cantankerous behaviour must be stalled.

The Karen Hospital staff have continued to maintain this high quality of service in the Kenyan people even during the Covid 19 pandemic as per The Ministry of Health and the World Health Organisation Guidelines and protocols of care and treatment of Covid 19.
It is imperative to note that The Karen Hospital has robust hospital Policy guidelines dealing with any patients / next of kin matters.
The Karen Hospital requests that all media refrain from communicating unsubstantiated claims about The Karen Hospital to the general public and invite you to contact the undersigned for any verifications/ confirmations of any adverse informations your staff may come across. Be warned that our lawyer is on standby.

We shall appreciate your full cooperation on this matter.

Yours faithfully,

Mrs Julliet Nyaga
Chief Executive Officer 
The Karen Hospital.







Page 2 of 2

image1.jpeg
Riara@

University




