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DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNICATION AND MULTIMEDIA JOURNALISM
EXAMINATION FOR BACHELOR’S DEGREE.

RBFC 7213: LEGAL SYSTEMS AND SOCIAL POLITICAL THOUGHT

DATE: 8TH APRIL 2026                                  		                     TIME: 2 HOURS

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS:
Students are NOT permitted to write on the examination paper during reading time.
This is a closed book examination. Text book/Reference books/notes are not permitted.

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS 
1. Write your REGISTRATION NO. Clearly on the answer booklet(s). 
2. Answer Question One and ANY other TWO questions.
3. Questions in all sections should be answered in answer booklet(s) 
4. PLEASE start the answer to EACH question on a NEW PAGE.
5. For the questions, write the number of the question on the answer booklet(s) in the order you answered.
6. Write on both sides of each leaf and indicate number of each question at the top of each page.
7. Write the answers in a paragraph form unless stated otherwise. 
8. Marks allocated to each question are shown at the end of the question. 
9. All rough work must be done on the answer booklet and crossed through!
10. Use supplementary pages only when you have exhausted those in this book
11. Fasten the supplementary pages to the inside back cover of this booklet
QUESTION ONE (COMPULSORY 20 MARKS)
i. Highlight 2 distinctive features of a Socialist legal system, and give 1 country where these features are predominant in their society.        					(5 marks)                                                                                                  
ii. There is a raging debate between your friends at Riara University whether the features associated with socialism (an ideology in a socialist legal system) are comparatively more beneficial to the society (i.e., opportunities) than those associated with capitalism and societies where capitalism is the norm. 
Because of your background in Legal Systems & Social Political Thought, they have sought your counsel on the matter to help resolve the debate. 
TASK
a) You have been asked to take a stand on the debate, and use 3 points to make your case. Ensure each point is well elaborated, with practical and realistic examples drawn from your knowledge on the subject and class discussions.                                                   (9 marks)
b) Under the Kenyan Constitution 2010, Kenya is a religious State. Discuss. Be sure to cite which part(s) of the Constitution you are drawing from           			(6 marks)                                                      

QUESTION TWO
Discuss the following ideas drawing from class resources and the use of relevant, appropriate examples. The illustrations should be as practical as possible to bring out their meaning.
a) Doctrine of separation of p                                                                   (3 marks)
b) Law as an agent of socia                                                                      (3 marks)
c) The paradox of law                                                                               (3 marks)
d) Jus in bello                                                                                            (3 marks)
e) Jus ad bellum                                                                                        (3 marks)
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QUESTION THREE
a) The S.M. Otieno case was a landmark case categorized under which system of Kenyan laws? Explain the condition(s) that it meets to merit this classification.                        (3 marks)                                                                             
b) Discuss what you would consider to be the merits of the final verdict reached by the courts (i.e., the one that eventually put the dispute to rest) in the context of present Kenya.                         
(4 marks)              
c) What would you consider as the demerits of the verdict reached by the courts (i.e., the one that eventually put the dispute to rest) in the context of present Kenya. Use 2 ideas to make your case.              								(4 marks)                                                                                                                                                     
d) Two of your best friends are contemplating whether or not they should go out and join the street protests (maandamano) currently going on against the government for what they consider the government’s mishandling of street protests through excessive force and brutality from the police. They have approached you for advice on the course of action to take. As you offer the advice, ensure it is grounded in law, clearly pointing out the sources from which your ideas are drawn from.           					(4 marks)  

QUESTION FOUR
a) The Supreme Court of Kenya (i.e., Chief Justice, Deputy-Chief Justice, and the Supreme Court judges) embodies the Supreme Law of Kenya, therefore holds unchallengable authority on any matters pertaining to law in the Republic of Kenya. A true or false statement?                                              						(1 marks)
b) Defend your position (above), showing clearly why you think that way, making clear the sources from which you are drawing from in taking this position.                      (5 marks)                                               
c) The African customary law in Kenya:           					(1 marks)                                                                                        
i. Only applies in criminal cases
ii. Only applies in weighty matters not addressed in the Constitution
iii. Only applies where it is not repugnant to natural justice and morality
iv. Applies where it is not inconsistent with any written law in Kenya
v. C & D
vi. B & C
vii. B & D
d) The standard of proof for a criminal and a civil case is more or less the same, i.e., no significant difference. Comment on this statement drawing from your knowledge of the course as well as real life examples.                                			(5 marks)                                                                                                                 
e) The burden of proof for a criminal and a civil case is the same; there is no significant difference. Comment on this statement, drawing from your knowledge of the course and the use of real-life examples.                                                                                    (3 marks)                                                                   

QUESTION FIVE
As a student taking (your program: e.g., BBA, BBIT, BCS, IRD, CMJ, LLB), discuss any 5 core offences under The Computer Misuse and Cybercrimes Act in Kenya that someone with your background (i.e., program) can commit in violation of this Act. (NB: this question is an application question that requires you to first state your program, provide 5 core offences under this Act, then show how someone with your background can take advantage or misuse their knowledge/expertise to engage in each of the 5 activities (above) that violate this Act.                                                                                                                     											(15 marks)
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