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SCHOOL OF COMMUNICATION AND MULTIMEDIA JOURNALISM
APRIL EXAMINATIONS 2025
EXAMINATION FOR DIPLOMA IN COMMUNICATION AND MULTIMEDIA JOURNALISM
RJN 032: MEDIA LAW AND ETHICS

DATE:      11TH APRIL 2025                                                                    TIME: 2HOURS
GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS:
Students are NOT permitted to write on the examination paper during reading time.
This is a closed book examination. Text book/Reference books/notes are not permitted.
 SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS 
1. Write your REGISTRATION NO. Clearly on the answer booklet(s). 
2. Answer Question One and ANY other TWO questions.
3. Questions in all sections should be answered in answer booklet(s) 
4. PLEASE start the answer to EACH question on a NEW PAGE.
5. For the questions, write the number of the question on the answer booklet(s) in the order you answered.
6. Write on both sides of each leaf and indicate number of each question at the top of each page.
7. Write the answers in a paragraph form unless stated otherwise. 
8. Marks allocated to each question are shown at the end of the question. 
9. All rough work must be done on the answer booklet and crossed through!
10. Use supplementary pages only when you have exhausted those in this book
11. Fasten the supplementary pages to the inside back cover of this booklet
INSTRUCTIONS
QUESTION ONE
In the following case law; 
Hon Martha Karua (Plaintiff) vs. Nation Media Group (1st Defendant), Otieno Otieno (2nd Defendant).
 A Journalist at Nation Media Group, Otieno Otieno (2ND defendant) wrote the following: “But years of mixing it up with the rest in power have sniffed the reform credentials of the likes of Raila Odinga, Charity Ngilu and Martha Karua. The more they deny reports linking them to corruption, nepotism and association with drug barons, the less their chances of passing the tough integrity test set by Article 6 of the new constitution”.
a) Assess the above excerpt in line with media law and ethics 			(6 Marks).
b) If you were Otieno Otieno, the journalist, justify the legal defense you would use to defend yourself in court 							(5 Marks).
c) Explain any five ethical codes of Journalism that Otieno Otieno is supposed to adhere to. 
(10 Marks).
d) Highlight any three limitations of freedom of expression as per the constitution of Kenya, Article 33.									 (3 Marks)
e) Evaluate the effectiveness of media regulation in Kenya 			(6 Marks)

QUESTION TWO
a) Examine  using illustrations five unethical practices in advertising and public relations  today 										(10 Marks)
b) Propose five solutions to the examined  unethical practices in (a) above 	(5 Marks)

QUESTION THREE
a) Predict five emerging issues that are likely to affect online journalism 	(10 Marks)
b) Illustrate the difference between deontological and teleological theories of ethics 

(5 Marks)



[bookmark: _GoBack]QUESTION FOUR
a) Imagine you are tasked with reviewing a new Kenyan movie for distribution, using media ethics principles, what key issues would you investigate before approving the release 

(10 Marks)
b) Highlight five factors you would need to consider when tasked with designing a media ethics policy for your organization 						(5 Marks)

QUESTION FIVE
Evaluate five social responsibilities of the media to society. What ethical theory or model would you use to guide your evaluation 							(15 Marks)
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