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DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNICATION AND MULTIMEDIA JOURNALISM
NURTURING INNOVATORS
JANUARY-APRIL 2025 TRIMESTER
EXAMINATION FOR BACHELOR OF COMMUNICATION AND MULTIMEDIA JOURNALISM
DAY PROGRAMME
RJN 222: MEDIA LAW AND ETHICS
DATE: 8TH APRIL 2025							TIME; 2 HOURS
GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS:
Students are NOT permitted to write on the examination paper during reading time.
This is a closed book examination. Text book/Reference books/notes are not permitted.
 SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS 
1. Write your REGISTRATION NO. Clearly on the answer booklet(s). 
1. Answer Question ONE and ANY other TWO questions.
1. Questions in all sections should be answered in answer booklet(s) 
1. PLEASE start the answer to EACH question on a NEW PAGE.
1. For the questions, write the number of the question on the answer booklet(s) in the order you answered.
1. Write on both sides of each leaf and indicate number of each question at the top of each page.
1. Write the answers in a paragraph form unless stated otherwise. 
1. Marks allocated to each question are shown at the end of the question. 
1. All rough work must be done on the answer booklet and crossed through!
1. Use supplementary pages only when you have exhausted those in this book
1. Fasten the supplementary pages to the inside back cover of this booklet
Answer question one (compulsory) and any other two questions (60%)

Question One
a)  A journalist publishes a story about a government official using unverified information from a third party, and the official sues for defamation.
i. Identify the legal and ethical principles involved. 				(6 marks)
ii. What steps should the journalist have taken to ensure compliance with media law and ethics? 									(6 marks)
b) A news outlet is debating whether to publish graphic images of a natural disaster.
i. Compare the decision-making approach using utilitarianism and deontological ethics. 									(6 marks)
ii. Which approach aligns better with media ethics, and why? 		(4 marks)

c) A whistleblower provides a journalist with confidential information about government corruption but requests anonymity. Later, a court orders the journalist to reveal their source. In four points, assess the ethical and legal challenges the journalist faces. 	(8 marks)

QUESTION TWO
During an election, a news anchor inadvertently broadcasts a segment containing language that could incite violence.
a) Analyze the journalist's responsibilities under Kenya’s hate speech laws and policies. 
(9 marks)
b) Suggest measures that media houses can implement to avoid such incidents. (6 marks)


QUESTION THREE
a) A journalist accepts expensive gifts from a politician. Critique the situation from the perspective of professional laws and ethics. 					(9 marks)
b) Reflect on a time when you encountered a news story that challenged your moral beliefs. How should journalists approach sensitive topics to maintain trust and fairness? 
(6 marks)
QUESTION FOUR
a) In three points, assess how emerging technologies like AI and deepfakes pose ethical challenges for multimedia journalism. 					 (9 marks)
b) Propose two solutions to address the above issues. 				(6 marks)


QUESTION FIVE
a) [bookmark: _GoBack]Analyze a controversial media case you’ve studied. How did the media law and ethics decisions made by the journalists or media organization shape public trust and discourse? 									(9 marks)

b) Using the Potter Box Model, develop a step-by-step approach for resolving an ethical dilemma in media reporting. 							(6 marks)
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