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RIARA SCHOOL OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS & DIPLOMACY
NURTURING INNOVATORS
JANUARY-APRIL, 2026 TRIMESTER 
EXAMINATIONS FOR DIPLOMA OF ARTS IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS & DIPLOMACY
DAY PROGRAMME
RDIR 6112: FOUNDATIONS OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

[bookmark: _GoBack]DATE: 13TH APRIL, 2026				                                                          TIME: 2 HOURS
GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS: 
Students are NOT permitted to write on the examination paper during reading time. This is a closed book examination. Text book/Reference books/notes are not permitted.
SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS 
1. Write your REGISTRATION NO. Clearly on the answer booklet(s). 
2. Answer Question One and ANY other TWO questions.
3. Questions in all sections should be answered in answer booklet(s) 
4. PLEASE start the answer to EACH question on a NEW PAGE.
5. For the questions, write the number of the question on the answer booklet(s) in the order you answered.
6. Write on both sides of each leaf and indicate number of each question at the top of each page.
7. Write the answers in a paragraph form unless stated otherwise. 
8. Marks allocated to each question are shown at the end of the question. 
9. All rough work must be done on the answer booklet and crossed through!
10. Use supplementary pages only when you have exhausted those in this book
11. Fasten the supplementary pages to the inside back cover of this booklet.


SECTION A: COMPULSORY (20 MARKS)
QUESTION ONE 
a) The origin and evolution of International Relations (IR) as the subject of study and as an independent discipline have several theories and interpretations. Discuss any four mainstream IR theories to justify the above claim. 				(8 Marks)

b) Explain how the concepts of city-states and modern nation-state systems differ and enrich our understanding of the evolution of international relations 		(4 Marks)
c) Discuss why the attributes of anarchy, sovereignty, national interests and power distribution matter in the debate about international system in IR 		(4 Marks)
d) Citing relevant scholars, explain the core concerns associated with neoliberalist and neorealist thinkers who remain relevant in IR discourses today 		(4 Marks)

SECTION B: ANSWER ANY TWO QUESTIONS FROM THIS SECTION.	(30 MARKS)                                                                                                      
QUESTION TWO (15 MARKS)
a) Realists stress on the importance of power and interest rather than ideals in international relations. Use relevant examples to qualify this assertion			 (5 Marks)

b) Explain the relevance of ‘Westphalian system’ in international relations 	(5 Marks)
c) As an IR and Diplomacy student, create a distinction between elements and dynamics of the international system 							(5 Marks) 

QUESTION THREE (15 MARKS)
a) Using relevant examples, discuss why explanation of the concept distribution of power in the international system demands mastering the concept of polarity 	(8 Marks)

b) Explain the individual, domestic and systemic levels of analysis when a state is making foreign policy decisions 							(7 Marks)
QUESTION FOUR (15 MARKS)
a) Discuss how historical events shape the current patterns of international dynamics between nations 								(6 Marks)
b) Discuss the impact of globalization on sovereign states using the dimensions of culture, politics, economics, environment and technology 				(9 Marks)
QUESTION FIVE (15 MARKS)
a) Using examples, discuss the significance of the concept of balance of power and assess its application in international relations 					(5 Marks)
b) Describe the concepts as they are applied in the study of international relations 

i. International Regime 		(2 Marks)
ii. Game theory 			(2 Marks)
iii. Collective Security		(2 Marks)
iv. Anarchy				(2 Marks)
v. Bipolarity 			(2 Marks)   
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