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DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNICATION AND MULTIMEDIA JOURNALISM
EXAMINATION FOR BACHELOR’S DEGREE.

[bookmark: _Hlk210500700]RBFC 7213: LEGAL SYSTEMS AND SOCIAL POLITICAL THOUGHT

DATE:9TH DECEMBER 2025		      			               TIME: 2 HOURS

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS: 
Students are NOT permitted to write on the examination paper during reading time. 
This is a closed-book examination. Textbook/Reference books/notes are not permitted. 

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS: 
1. Write your REGISTRATION NO clearly on the answer booklet(s).
2. Answer Question One and ANY other TWO questions.
3. Questions in all sections should be answered in the answer booklet(s). 
4. Marks allocated to each question are shown at the end of the question. 
5. PLEASE start the answer to EACH question on a NEW PAGE. 
6. For the questions, write the number of the question on the answer booklet(s) in the order you answered them. 
7. Write your answers in paragraph form unless stated otherwise.
8. Keep your phone(s) SWITCHED OFF at the front of the examination room.
9. Keep ALL bags and caps at the front of the examination room and do not refer to any unauthorized material before or during the course of the examination.
10. You are only allowed to leave the examination room 30minutes before the end of the Examination.
Question 1 (Compulsory 20 Marks)

(i) The doctrine of separation of powers is evident in Kenya when (2 marks)

A. The judiciary does its work without interference or regard for anyone
B. The executive has their way in ensuring legislation in parliament aligns with the political interests of the President and his party
C. The executive, the judiciary, and the legislature are always reading from the same script, so to speak
D. The judiciary, the legislature, and the executive, while maintaining their independence, understand they need each other
E. All of the above
F. None of the above 

ii. The African customary law in Kenya:                                         (2 marks)
A. Only applies in criminal cases
B. Only applies in weighty matters involving the state vs. private defendant 
C. Only applies where it is repugnant to natural justice and morality
D. Applies where it is not inconsistent with any written law in Kenya
E. Only applies where a formal legal system is non-existent

iii. The definition of Law as a “principle or rule of conduct so established as to justify a prediction with reasonable certainty that it will be enforced by the courts if its authority is challenged” is ascribed to who?      				(2 marks)

A. Oliver Wendell Holmes Jr.
B. Martha Koome
C. Max Weber
D. Donald Black
E. Benjamin Nathan Kardozo
F. Roscoe Pound

iv. Common law is law derived from legislation or acts of parliament. Is this statement true or false?                                                                			(2 marks)
A. True 
B. False 
C. Neither A nor B
D. Both A & B
E. None of the above

v. A crime is an offense against the state much as it can be on offense against an individual. Is this statement true or false?                  			(2 marks)
A. False
B. True
C. True or false depending on the culture
D. None of the above

vi. Because the Quran is the word of God under Islamic law and theology, therefore the belief is that all matters relating to law are either explicitly mentioned in or directly derived from the Quran. Is this statement true or false?                                                                                            										(2 marks)
A. True 
B. Only Allah knows whether it is true or false 
C. Could be true or false
D. False 
E. Muslims around the world don’t agree on this truth  

vii. As a student taking ___________________ (your program, e.g., CMJ, BBA, BBIT, Computer Science, International Relations & Diplomacy, Law) in Riara University and drawing from lessons in this course, what contributions would you make to help come up with a better society in matters social, legal, political, and economic? Discuss four ways. 							(8 marks).

Question 2 (15 Marks). 
“Law is too slow and takes a while to catch up with where man is in society.”
(a). Drawing from your discipline here in Riara University, identify two critical areas in which law is yet to fully catch up with realities as we know them in society today.                                                                                                          											(4 marks).                                                                                                           
(b). Suggest two ways to bridge the gap so that law can be adaptive, proactive and timely and not lag in responding to societal challenges                					 (4 marks).
(c) Discuss any three purposes of law as discussed in class this semester      	(7 marks).

Question 3 (15 marks). 
Comment on what you understand by the following ideas within the context of Kenya. Discuss them thoroughly, drawing on class resources and using appropriate illustrations for each.
(i) [bookmark: _Hlk210488370][bookmark: _Hlk210488400]The paradox of law                                                                	(3 marks)
(ii) Law as an agent of social change                                         		 (3 marks)
(iii) Kenya’s Vision 2030                                                            		 (3 marks)
(iv) Chapter Four, Article 37 of Kenya’s Constitution 2010       		 (3 marks) 
(v) Chapter One, Article 1 of Kenya’s Constitution 2010          		(3 marks)
Question 4 (15 marks)
The Riara University Academic Senate seeks to understand the contribution of the Legal Systems and Social Political Thought course to the overall development and well-being of students, both within the university and beyond. The university is in the process of reorganizing the curriculum. As such, courses that don’t add significant value to students and society will be scrapped. Your opinion as someone who has taken this course has been sought. Address the Senate’s concerns by answering the following.

(i) Using two points, discuss how this course has contributed in benefitting you in your other courses (e.g., corporate governance, public speaking, cyber security, business communications, law of torts, etc) at Riara University this semester                                            									(4 marks)
(ii) Using three points, discuss how this course has benefited you personally as a student taking (your program at RU—e.g., CMJ, BBA, BBIT, IRD, BCS, Law), and how you see this course blending with your future career prospects                                                            									(9 marks)
(iii) [bookmark: _GoBack]How can the teaching of this course be improved for the benefit of future users                                                                             									(2 marks)

Question 5 (15 marks)
Define the following terms
(i) [bookmark: _Hlk210497010]Digital economy                                                                          (2 marks)
(ii) Digitization                                                                                  (2 marks)
(iii) Digitalization                                                                               (2 marks)
(iv) Using the lessons or experiences from this course, as well as drawing from your program at Riara University, discuss three ways in which you can scale up your professional appeal in society to bring about a positive impact on yourself and society under the digital economy infrastructure (9 marks).
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